
 

 

 
 

 
March 29, 2022 
 
 
Macomb County Leaders,  
 
For the past ten years, the City of Highland Park has made only partial payments to the Great Lakes 
Water Authority (GLWA) for wholesale water and sewer charges. Last year they stopped making any 
payments. GLWA has passed this bad debt expense on to suburban member communities per past rate 
settlement agreements. Highland Park arrearages charged by GLWA to other communities cumulatively 
totals $62.9 million through FY 2023, with Macomb’s share at $13.5 million.  

Despite years of litigation, endless Highland Park appeals, and our past efforts to encourage the State to 
help mediate the issues and assist Highland Park, the unpaid balance only grows. It is unfair that others 
are forced to pay another community’s unpaid charges. It is also unfortunate that Highland Park officials 
have put their community’s residents in a position that a judgment against the City would likely force 
them into bankruptcy. 

The State has some responsibility in this matter as the State requested temporary emergency water 
service for Highland Park ten years ago. Yet today the service continues without any payments. The 
State should have resolved these issues when it formed the GLWA and when it appointed and 
subsequently discontinued emergency management oversight of Highland Park.   

Many of you have sent letters to the Governor’s office and discussed this topic in your communities. The 
two of us have discussed a plan to best highlight our collective concerns and encourage and direct the 
State to help resolve these long-term issues:  

 We plan to intervene in the ongoing litigation with the goal for the Court to persuade the 
State to enter mediation and find a long-term solution for all parties. 
 

 Several Macomb communities are considering withholding payment to the GLWA for the 
additional Highland Park charges included in the FY 2023 charges effective July 1, 2022 
totaling $1.6 million. Currently, we are not seeking the return of the remaining $11.9 
million already paid by Macomb communities over the past 10 years.   
 

 The withheld amounts will be held in escrow by the communities until the State comes to 
the table and the matter is resolved. 
 

 We plan to hold a press conference tomorrow, Wednesday, March 30 at 11:00 AM in the 
lobby of the County Administration Building to highlight the issues and to request the 
State’s immediate involvement. We encourage you to join us for that media briefing. 

 



 

While it is unlikely that we will be able to recover the entire amounts paid, we need to reach a long-term 
solution for all parties. 

We look forward to your participation in tomorrow’s event. In the meantime, if you have any questions 
please feel free to contact us at any time.  

 

Sincerely,  

   

Mark A. Hackel      Candice S. Miller   
Macomb County Executive    Macomb County Public Works Commissioner  
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