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Macomb County joins forces with school districts and manufacturers  

to encourage youth to pursue careers in manufacturing 
 

Today a group of school superintendents and legislators boarded a bus at the Macomb Intermediate School 
District for a trip to see the manufacturing industry in action. 
 
Their first visit was to PTI Engineered Plastics in Macomb Township where they met with plant executives 
to see a product’s life cycle in action and meet the workers who make it happen. The next stop was in 
Armada at the SKF-USA plant where guests mingled with workers to learn more about this international 
company. 
 
The day culminated in a roundtable discussion with c-level executives from Avon Gear, Dynamics 
Plastics, Elite Plastics, Fori Automation, Hard Milling Solutions, KUKA Systems North America, Proper 
Group International, RCO Engineering and Triumph Gear. 
 
The purpose of the tour was to offer a modern-day peek at the high-tech world of today’s manufacturing 
environment as well as to provide a better understanding of the interesting – and high-paying – jobs that 
the industry offers. 
 
“Our goal is to help connect manufacturers with people who are looking for jobs with great opportunities,” 
said Macomb County Executive Mark A. Hackel.  
 
The event was coordinated as part of a plan to celebrate National Manufacturing Day, which is on Oct. 3, 
by creating opportunities for students and their influencers to see manufacturing in action and learn about 
the educational pathways that lead to career success. 
 
“Our hope is to organize a large-scale event that will dispel the myth that manufacturing is dirty, dangerous 
or dull,” said Stephen N. Cassin, executive director of the Macomb County Planning and Economic 
Development Department. “Ultimately, we want our youth and their families to see that manufacturing is 
an interesting field that offers meaningful careers.” 
 
The next step is to form a planning committee to begin working out the logistics necessary to get students 
from every district involved. Manufacturers who are interested in getting involved by opening their 
facilities for tours in October are encouraged to contact Maria Zardis at (586) 469-5285 or 
maria.zardis@macombgov.org. 
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