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A Message From Mark

It’s hard to believe, but we are already in the full swing of the
holiday season.
In County government, we are wrapping up what has been a
great year filled with many achievements. One of the last big
events for 2012 is our annual State of the County address,
which showcases what we all have accomplished as a team
this year.
I would be honored if you would like to attend the address
on December 5, starting promptly at 6 p.m. It will be held at
the Macomb Center for the Performing Arts. Attendance spots are limited, so please make
sure you e-mail macombstateofcounty@gmail.com to get your name on the list as soon as
possible. I hope to see you there!
I wish each of you and your families a very happy and safe Thanksgiving.
Sincerely,
Mark A. Hackel
Macomb County Executive

Executive Office to collect holiday donations

‘Tis the holiday season, a time when many chose to give back to their local community or an
organization they support.
There are many worthy causes, one of which the Macomb County Executive Office is particularly
excited to assist this year. Until Dec. 3, the Macomb County Executive Office will be collecting
donations that will be donated to Macomb Community Drug Court, a nonprofit that supports a courtsupervised treatment program for defendants with non-violent criminal charges who are addicted to
drugs or alcohol.
The mission of the program is to support the efforts of Macomb County’s Adult and Juvenile Drug
courts by providing programs of education, guidance and family activities for those who suffer from
addiction, as well as for their families.
Conrad Aumann, president of Macomb Community Drug Courts, Inc. said the thought behind the
program is that the elimination of drug and alcohol addiction problems can have a direct effect on
the general population.

www.macombgov.org
(586) 469-7001

“If we get rid of the drug problem, we get rid of the criminal activity that is a side effect,” he said. “It
really brings together the treatment and the accountability part.”
The main type of donation being sought by Macomb Community Drug Courts, Inc. is gift cards.
Aumann said most types are fine, especially those for food or gas. Monetary donations are also
accepted and those will be put toward the same endeavor. Continued on Page 6...

What’s Cookin?!
Orange Cranberry Sauce
Ingredients:
2 large oranges
3/4 cup water
1/4 cup fresh orange juice
1 cup granulated sugar
2 cups fresh cranberries (12 oz bag)
Directions: Rinse the cranberries and discard
any shriveled or mushy cranberries. Squeeze
the juice from one half of one orange to produce the 1/4 cup of fresh orange juice. Peel,
seed and cut up the remaining orange halves.
Pour the water and orange juice in a sauce
pan with the sugar, stirring over medium high
heat until the sugar dissolves. Add the berries
and oranges. Reduce heat to medium, and
simmer until the sauce starts to thicken and
the cranberries have burst, about 10 minutes.
Chill in refrigerator, covered, until ready to
serve.
Source: Dolerecipes.com
Distributed by MSU Extension

Apple Crunch
Ingredients:
8 medium cooking apples, peeled and sliced
thin
1/3 cup flour
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1 cup rolled oats
1/2 cup brown sugar, packed
1/3 cup margarine, softened
Vegetable spray
Spray dish with vegetable spray. Place apples
in baking dish. In mixing bowl combine margarine, flour, cinnamon, oats and sugar. Sprinkle
crumbly oat mixture over the apples, press
down lightly with a fork. Bake at 350° for 35
to 40 minutes. Calories 260, total fat 5 grams.
Makes 8 servings
		
Distributed by: MSU Extension

Macomb County now offers a
new way to keep up with the
latest news in the County.
The Twitter account
@MacombNewsNow will
provide followers with
up-to-date information
on road construction and
conditions, County and
community events, as well as
other notable happenings.

Technical Services Division makes airwaves
Department works on narrow banding project

By Vicki Wolber, Emergency Management and Communications Director
One of the longest serving and existing
departments within Macomb County
government is the Technical Services
Division (aka Radio Department) of the
Office of Emergency Management &
Communications. This department has
been in existence since 1938, when the
then Macomb County Board of Supervisors
constituted a Radio Committee retaining
the services of Dearl O. Morrison to serve
as advisor and engineer for the purpose
of implementing a radio system for the
Macomb County Sheriff.

Since that time, the radio department and
radio industry has seen a lot of personnel
and technology come and go. Today, the
Technical Services Division has grown to a
staff of seven and now provides electronic
maintenance and repair to over 45 different
public safety and public service providers
throughout Macomb County, totaling over
4,500 radios.
The
department
also provides
service on a
wide variety
of electronic
systems and
equipment, plus offers assistance to many
systems such as radio communications,
fire hall alerting, electronic security, video
distribution, intercom and public address, and
video surveillance equipment. In addition,
the department installs and repairs all of the
electronic equipment in the Macomb County
Sheriff’s Office cruisers, boats and ancillary
vehicles.
Most recently, the department has been
focused on a Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) mandate to license and
narrowband certain radio equipment by
December 31, 2012. Narrowbanding existing
radio equipment squeezes the output signal
of the radio into one-half of the space on the
airwaves it used before narrowbanding. The
process results in twice as many usable radio
channels and thus increases the capacity
to communicate with one another. The
narrow banding project was begun in 2009
with an upgrade to the countywide outdoor
warning siren system. Ambulances and other
EMS response vehicles were upgraded to
narrowband mode next, and then remaining
fire and public works agencies. The volunteer
fire paging system was also updated as
a result of the project, allowing for a new
main transmitter to be placed into service.
New alert monitors, which provide notice to
volunteer fire personnel that an emergency
has occurred to which they should respond,
were also put into place.

Department personnel have invested
approximately 350 man-hours of labor
to both program and install new radio
equipment in vehicles
and at fixed locations.
Altogether, the
narrowbanding project
has involved 19 fire
and EMS agencies
and five public works
departments touching
every municipality in
the County. Department
staff has installed
equipment at 27 fixed sites and in 143
vehicles. We have programmed and delivered
74 hand-held radios and 255 personal alert
monitors. Seventy-three FCC licenses were
modified to reflect the new narrowband
operating mode. This is the second round
of narrowbanding that the department has
undertaken -- the first being the federal
mandate of 1957 with the work being
completed in 1962.
“All of the employees in the Radio
Department are extremely skilled in their
craft and dedicated to providing the best
service possible to their customers,”
said Vicki Wolber, director of Emergency
Management and Communications. “Their
knowledge and expertise is unprecedented in
the state and we are lucky to have them as
a county resource that is available to us on a
daily basis.”
The Technical Services Division is one of only
a handful of such departments that exist
within local government throughout the state.
The proficiency of the staff was exemplified
with the recent nomination and presentation
of the Michigan Chapter of the Association
of Public Safety Communications Officials
(APCO) 2012 Radio Technician of the Year
Award to Keith Bradshaw, technical services
manager.
“His knowledge and expertise in the area of
voice and data communications is a valuable
resource to all the departments and agencies
he serves,” said Macomb County Executive
Mark A. Hackel.
Bradshaw was nominated by Laura Peeples,
Sheriff’s Office Dispatch supervisor/9-1-1
coordinator for his 33 years of service and
his ability to analyze situations thoroughly,
identify problems and find effective solutions
to often complex communication issues.
“Keith is always willing to share information
and takes the initiative to keep everyone
informed on each project that he is aware
of, even when it does not involve his agency,”
she said.

Many departments in Macomb County are doing great things. If there is an idea that your
department implemented that others could benefit from, or if there’s a department that
should be recognized for its hard work, please email executive@macombgov.org.
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Macomb County director/health officer named
William Ridella has been named director/health officer of the Macomb County Health Department. His official duties will begin on
Monday, Dec. 3.
“Along with public safety, public health is one of the most important functions of County
government,” said Macomb County Executive Mark Hackel. “Bill Ridella will continue our strong
tradition of protecting the health of all Macomb County citizens.”
Ridella has a long history in the public health sector, which began in 1979 at the Macomb
County Health Department. His most recent accomplishments have been achieved through his
position as deputy director for the City of Detroit’s Department of Health & Wellness Promotion.
“For over 30 years, Bill has devoted his career to the service of public health,” commented Steve
Gold, director of the Department of Health & Community Services. “His excellent leadership
skills, public health experience and knowledge and dedication to public service combine to
make him an outstanding addition to the Health Department’s strong administrative team of
Medical Director Dr. Kevin Lokar and Deputy Health Officer Gary White. He will be a valuable
addition to the executive management team at the Department of Health & Community
Services.”
Ridella holds a master of business administration from Wayne State University, a master of public health from the University of
Minnesota, and a bachelor of science in Human Nutrition from the University of Michigan.

Macomb County receives $1.5 million for operations center

Macomb County recently learned that the Michigan Department of Treasury has decided to grant over $1.5 million of Competitive
Grant Assistance Program (CGAP) funding to be used toward the creation of the County’s planned $11 million state-of-the-art
Operations and Communications Center that is the first of its kind in Michigan.
“Collaboration isn’t just a buzz word in Macomb County -- it’s action. The level of funding received is an indication by the governor
that Macomb County’s actions are relentless and positive,” said Macomb County Executive Mark Hackel. “I’d like to thank Governor
Rick Snyder and Treasurer Andy Dillon for making this possible. I’d also like to thank our Macomb Legislative Caucus, local
communities and county department heads who assembled this project and made it possible.”
On August 1, 2012 the County unveiled its plans for the center. Communication among several Macomb County departments, such
as the Sheriff’s Office dispatch, the Roads Department Traffic Operations Center, the Information Technology Data Center and the
Emergency Management & Communications Department will be combined. In addition, local municipalities will consolidate and
share communication services. The County has long recognized the economic, operational and enhanced service benefits of such
collaborative efforts.
The $1.5 million award is to be used for equipment and technology for the Sheriff’s Office dispatch located within the Operations
Center to accommodate the expansion and consolidation of E 9-1-1 dispatch services with other local jurisdictions that are
interested in partnering with the County.
Macomb County’s award was the second highest award amount provided under this round of funding from the Department of
Treasury. The total amount of all 32 awards provided under this program is more than $10.5 million. Hackel said because many
County departments are connected to each other on a daily basis, the center will provide a location that is operable 24/7 and has
the ability to monitor, manage, prevent, protect and respond throughout the County.

Don’t forget to spread
the social word...
Stay connected at:
http://www.facebook.com/
makemacombyourhome

www.makemacombyourhome.com
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Employee Focus

Pamela Hinchliffe

Not many people could handle the kind of job Pamela Hinchliffe does every day. As judicial service officer for the
Macomb County Friend of the Court (FOC) division, Hinchliffe is often faced with dealing with people when they are
involved in some of the toughest circumstances of their lives.
Friend of the Court works to enforce judgments in orders given by the Macomb
County Circuit Court regarding such heated issues as child support, alimony
and parenting time. Hinchliffe, an attorney, works every day to provide the legal
expertise that FOC clients need while using the court system.
“(My philosophy is) try to stay calm, try to not get rattled, try to stay neutral,” she
said. “You can’t get personally offended.”
Hinchliffe, who has been married for 10 years and enjoys movies and hanging out
with her new nephew, worked at a variety of jobs doing legal work before settling
in to her job at the County.
“The people that work here are really good,” she said of her co-workers.
Linda Wallis, who also works for the FOC, nominated Hinchliffe for Employee Focus. She said Hinchliffe always has
a positive attitude and is a team player, often offering to assist co-workers.
“She’s willing to work outside her box and help others,” said Wallis. “Not everyone else is always like that.”
Macomb County Executive Mark A. Hackel said working together is integral to the success of the County.
“I always appreciate someone who’s willing to do whatever it takes to get the job done,” he said. “Pamela is a great
example of what it means to be a team player.”
Executive Focus highlights the outstanding work of Macomb County employees who demonstrate a high level of
excellence and commitment to their work. To nominate an employee for future consideration, send an e-mail to
Executive@macombgov.org stating in 250 words or less why they should be featured.

Tech Talk

Here is a list of some of the best free utilities (basic programs that provide a common function) out there
on the Internet.

TEXTPAD -- Windows has a basic text-file viewer/editor named Notepad.
However, Notepad is missing many things. TEXTPAD allows you to
format the file (i.e., indent), sort the data, do advanced “finds,” and display line counts (among other
things). (http://www.textpad.com)
EXAMDIFF -- Want to find the differences between two files (such as Word docs)? Tell this program
the two file names (and locations) and EXAMDIFF displays the two complete files, side by side, with
differences highlighted. (http://en.kioskea.net/download/download-2204-examdiff)
SCREENHUNTER FREE -- This utility will allow you to select any screen area to copy ( e.g., only the topleft corner). When you let go of the mouse, a ‘picture’ is taken of that area. (http://screenhunter-free.
en.lo4d.com)
PRINTABLECHECKLIST -- An easy but effective way of organizing daily tasks into a printable checklist. (http://printablechecklist.org/)
This is just a sampling, but we hope these help free up some of your time!
If you have Tech Tips you’d like to share, please send them to executive@macombgov.org for the next edition of Macomb Matters.
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Election Wrap-up

By Carmella Sabaugh, Macomb County Clerk/Register of Deeds

Thank you for taking time to vote in the 2012 presidential election. Whether you went to the polls
on Election Day or voted by absentee ballot, your participation is essential to our representative
form of government.
Voter turnout in Macomb County was 66.1 percent, 2 percentage points above the 64 percent
statewide turnout. A total of 407,925 voters cast ballots out of 617,510 eligible to vote in Macomb
County. In 2008, 424,251 voters cast ballots out of 610,708 eligible to vote for a turnout of 69.2
percent.
How was voter turnout in your community? Was your community above or below the County
average? Take a look at the chart below to find out.
Cities & Townships:

County officials elected on Nov. 6 include:

Center Line 60.6%
Armada 71.8%
Eastpointe 63.7%
Bruce 76.0%
Fraser 69.2%
Chesterfield 67.6%
Grosse Pointe Shores 74.1%
Clinton 64.3%
Memphis 62.8%
Harrison 66.4%
Mount Clemens 60.9%
Lenox 60.5%
New Baltimore 70.6%
Macomb 73.0%
Richmond City 70.3%
Ray 70.5%
Roseville 58.9%
Richmond 71.6%
St. Clair Shores 68.8%
Shelby 71.0%
Sterling Heights 66.3%
Washington 72.5%
Utica 66.5%
Warren 59.7%

Eric Smith - Prosecuting Attorney
Anthony Wickersham - Sheriff
Carmella Sabaugh - Clerk/Register of Deeds
Ted B. Wahby - Treasurer
Anthony V. Marrocco - Public Works Commissioner
Toni Moceri - Commissioner District 1
Marvin E. Sauger - Commissioner District 2
Veronica Klinefelt - Commissioner District 3
David Flynn - Commissioner District 4
Robert Mijac - Commissioner District 5
James Louis Carabelli - Commissioner District 6
Don Brown - Commissioner District 7
Kathy D. Vosburg - Commissioner District 8
Fred Miller - Commissioner District 9
Michael A. Boyle - Commissioner District 10
Kathy Tocco - Commissioner District 11
Bob Smith - Commissioner District 12
Joe Sabatini - Commissioner District 13

The Clerk’s Office was very pleased to offer “personalized election results” on the County website.
The County’s election results website has a “My Ballot” section, where visitors could see election
results for the races appearing on a specific ballot and a “My Watch List” section, where visitors
could pick specific races to watch. The system used Google Maps technology to parse the addresses
and find the specific information that each visitor to the site requested.

Upcoming Events
For Further Details, visit

www.makemacombyourhome.com

November
21

St. Clair Shores Light the
Shores

22

Thanksgiving Day

23

Macomb County Santa Parade

25

Edsel and Eleanor Ford House
Holiday Tours

25

36th Annual Grosse Pointe
Santa Claus Parade

27

Michigan’s Food Assistance
Program

27

Old World Market

28

Macomb Township Tree
Lighting

28

Foreclosure Prevention Seminar

28

SBTDC Fundamentals of
Business Legal Issues

29

Senior Services Project Fresh
Fundraiser Winter Vendor Fair

29

Red Worms composting class

30

Ray Township Tree Lighting

December

To view election results and other election information, please visit: www.macombcountymi.gov/
clerksoffice.

Did you know?

Do you know how many pounds of paper were shredded during the Shredding Day and Outdated
Medication Disposal which took place at Freedom Hill on Oct. 18?
Here are some interesting facts on this past Shredding Day and Outdated Medication Disposal:
• 310 cars with 369 passengers passed through the lines in an hour. The Macomb County
Sheriff Office Traffic Division helped the cars move through smoothly.
•
•
•
•

Absolute Shreds, the shredding company who provides this service for free, estimated that
there were 6,000 pounds of paper shredded.
This equates to saving 51 trees, 7.8 barrels of fuel oil, 21,000 gallons of water, 12,300
kilowatt hours of electricity and 10.5 cubic yards of landfill space.
Macomb County Environmental Health staff reported that 104 cars brought 147 pounds of
unwanted medications.
The Sheriff’s Office took away 7 pounds of controlled substances.
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1

Edsel Ford Candlelight Stroll,
Nutcracker Tea and Santa’s
Workshop

1

Clinton Township Holiday
Express

1

Care - Empowering Teens and
Adults to Address the Tough
Issues

2

MacRay Holiday Part begins

3

Lunch with Santa and Mrs.
Claus

5

SBTDC Fundamentals of
Starting a Business

Newly Hired...

Name

Department

Amber Barbieri

Community Services Agency

Deborah M Brzozowski

Community Services Agency

Mary A Ferro

Health

Sherita L Gater

Martha T Berry

Alethea D Genuise

Martha T Berry

Taneshia A Gunn

Martha T Berry

James P Hazen

Facilities & Operations

Dezmond J Hughes

Juvenile Justice Center

Adele E Ice-King

Prosecuting Attorney

Kevin M Keary

Sheriff

Lynn E Krantz

Community Services Agency

Lindsay N Kraydich

Health

Mandy L Lee

Sheriff

Deborah L Lowry

Community Services Agency

Radiance Martin

Community Services Agency

Dawn Mccann

Martha T Berry

Dana M Minor

Community Services Agency

Amanda Misplon

Martha T Berry

Clarence Peeples

Health

Rosanne M Pelc

Treasurer

Stacie N Piasecki

Friend of the Court

Michael T Power

Facilities & Operations

Hope K Ray

Mental Health

Linda L Rosch

Community Services Agency

Charisse Ross

Community Services Agency

Kennyetta M Schumake

Community Services Agency

Amber N Stokes

Health

Nicole E Strnad

Mental Health

Richard A Sudz

Facilities & Operations

Brian E Surma

Prosecuting Attorney

Erin E Alman

Estelle D Weaver

Prosecuting Attorney

Community Services Agency

Recently Retired...
Russell J. McPeak

Sheriff

Mary L. Goike

Friend of the Court

Upcoming Events

Holiday Donations cont.

Aumann said the gift cards are used
throughout the year to encourage those
who are doing well in the program.
Additionally, some are given out at a
special event held specifically for Drug
Court graduates and their family members
in the month of December.
“This is a great cause to support as it
rewards those that are working hard to
become productive citizens,” said Macomb
County Executive Mark A. Hackel.
All donations are now being accepted
through Dec. 3 in the County Executive’s
Office, which is located on the 8th floor of
the Administration Building.
For more information on Macomb
Community Drug Courts, Inc., visit www.
mcdrugcourts.org.

Open Enrollment 2013

Open Enrollment 2013 has been
streamlined thanks to Macomb County’s
new Benefits Portal. The Benefits Portal
is now the only way to enroll, make
changes and confirm your Macomb
County benefits for you and your eligible
dependents.
This year’s most frequently asked question
is “If I’m not changing anything, do I still
need to go into the Benefits Portal?”
The answer is “yes.” This is your opportunity
to confirm your personal information,
dependent information, benefit elections
and re-enroll in a Flexible Spending
Account and/or Dependent Care Account.
To access the Benefits Portal, go to
https://lin.abs-tpa.com/macomb_index.
htm.

Macomb County Retirees’ Holiday Luncheon

This year’s highly anticipated Retirees’ Holiday Luncheon will be held at The Best Western Sterling
Inn at 11 a.m. on December 4, 2012. If you are interested in attending, please call (586) 469-5651
or (800) 291-7237. The cost is $10 per person.

Help promote Macomb County:

There are many ways that employees can serve as ambassadors and share the message that
Macomb County is a great place to live, learn, play and work. One way is through the photo contest
that Six Rivers Regional Land Conservancy is sponsoring. Please consider submitting your photos
of “Nature Near You” and get recognition for your creative talents.
Visit http://sixriversrlc.org/what-s-happening/photo-contest/ for more information.
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December
5

Michigan’s Food Assistance
Program

5

New Baltimore Tree Lighting

5

Eastpointe Tree Lighting

6

Roseville Tree Lighting

7

MSUE Herbal Holiday Gifts

7

Santa’s Jingle Jammie Time

8

Chesterfield Twp Tree Lighting

8

MCREST 5th Annual Benefit
Concert

8

Hanukkah begins

9

Scrooge! Warren Symphony
Orchestra Concert

10

New Baltimore Wreaths Across
America

10

Senior Citizen Services Adult
Day Service Fall Resale

11

New Baltimore Jingle Bell Run

11

Michigan’s Food Assistance
Program

12

SBTDC Fundamentals of
Writing a Business Plan

13

Edsel Ford Christmas Story
Time

15

Clinton Township Holiday
Express

17

Anchor Bay Believe in
Christmas

18

Metro Beach Explore Nature in
Winter

22

Clinton Township Holiday
Express

25

Christmas Day

For Further Details, visit

www.makemacombyourhome.com

