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Macomb Matters
Keeping You Connected
June 2013

A Message From Mark
Summer has finally arrived -- one of my favorite
seasons because it is a time that allows Macomb
County to really showcase all of the great familyfriendly recreational activities we host here.
On June 4, Freedom Hill reopened with a fantastic
concert put on by Huey Lewis and The News. The
place was packed and it was clear that many in Macomb County are thrilled
that this venue, which provides many recreational and economical benefits
not only to the County but to the region, is back in business.
Make Macomb Your Home also just recently celebrated its first
birthday. We have added many new features to the website, www.
MakeMacombYourHome.com, including a Make Macomb Your Home store
that allows everyone who visits the site the ability to purchase exclusive
MMYH apparel – everything from polo shirts to beach towels to drinkware
and more. The store will act as a great promotional tool by allowing us yet
another opportunity to continue to be ambassadors for Macomb County.
Fourth of July is fast approaching, meaning there will be many firework
displays throughout Macomb County for families to enjoy. I want to wish all
of you a Happy Fourth of July as we honor our nation and those who have
fought for our freedom.
Sincerely,

Mark A. Hackel
Macomb County Executive

www.macombgov.org
(586) 469-7001
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Make Macomb Your Home website
celebrates its first birthday

What’s Cookin!

MMYH clothing and other gear now available

Summer Fruit Salad
Ingredients:
1/2 cup blueberries
1 pear, chopped
1 peach, peeled and chopped
1 apple, chopped
1 cup fresh strawberries, sliced
1 1/2 cup seedless grapes
1 tsp. lemon juice

Marking the one-year anniversary of the launch of the Make Macomb Your Home (MMYH)
website, a number of new features have been added to the online experience of the Make
Macomb Your Home marketing campaign.

4 oz. low-fat strawberry cream cheese
spread
1/4 cup packed light brown sugar
1 tsp. vanilla extract
1/4 tsp. cinnamon
1 cup broken pretzels

MakeMacombYourHome.com now offers

Directions:
Combine the blueberries, pear, peach,
apple, strawberries and grapes in a large
bowl. Add the lemon juice and toss to
mix. Beat the cream cheese spread,
brown sugar, vanilla and cinnamon in a
bowl until smooth. Fold into the fruit. Stir
in the pretzels gently. Serve immediately
or chill until serving time.
Per Serving:
Calories 93
Protein 1 g
Carbohydrates 20 g
Total fat 1 g
Fiber 2 g
Sodium 89 mg
Sugar 13 g
Source: : Living Well, More Than a Cookbook
Nat’l Extension Assn. of Family and
Consumer Sciences

Don’t forget to spread the
social word...
Stay connected at:
http://www.facebook.com/
makemacombyourhome

Macomb County now
offers a new way
to keep up with the
latest news in the
County.
The Twitter account
@MacombNewsNow will
provide followers with upto-date information on road
construction and conditions,
County and community events,
as well as other notable
happenings.

“Visitors can find real-time information about places to live, stay and enjoy in Macomb,” said
Macomb County Executive Mark A. Hackel. “The enhancements better market the County and
make the content more interactive and engaging.”

• a new web store where visitors can purchase MMYH gear. Those purchases 		
will help fund the marketing and promotion of Macomb County. Employees can
get a 20 percent discount by typing in 123456 at the end of their purchase.
• current real estate listings, making it easier than ever for someone to get the 		
information they need to Make Macomb Their Home.
• real-time hotel availability and pricing as well as future listings with web-based
travel scheduler Kayak’s hotel finder.
These features build upon
the new community-driven
content added earlier in the
year. The Make Macomb
Your Home blog content is
submitted by community
members and features
local events, businesses and
groups highlighting things
that make Macomb a special
place to live, work and play.
The website content will
continue to be refreshed and
updated to provide visitors
with the most up-to-date
County-related information.
Make Macomb Your Home
is an initiative launched by
Executive Hackel to market
and promote communities
and assets in the County.
The
website
www.
MakeMacombYourHome.
com was started to give
residents and visitors easyto-access
information
about Macomb County. The
Make Macomb Your Home
website is complemented
by billboards, social media,
television
and
movie
commercials.
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Macomb County Operations Center -June 2013 update
By Vicki Wolber
Macomb County Emergency Management
The county’s Operations Center project continues to remain on schedule
with significant progress made within the first two months.
The Dailey Company was awarded the Renovation and Addition Contract
on March 28, 2013 and began their on-site work the week of April 22,
2013. One of the first and most noticeable pieces of the project was the
restructuring and resurfacing of the parking lot located along Groesbeck
Highway.
This was a great visual for all of us involved in the project to truly know that the project was moving forward. Since then,
demolition of the first and second floors of the building is almost 100 percent complete. Changes to the three-story building
have begun in the basement to include renovations for the IT Data Center and radio equipment room, locker rooms, storage
areas and the Road Department’s secondary, or eventual, backup Traffic Operations Center.
In the coming weeks, the north wall of the facility will be torn down, as will a portion of the second floor, to create the second
floor mezzanine and provide optimal viewing of the video wall. Final selections for the paint, flooring, woodwork and tile have
also been completed. The IT department is in the process of finalizing their plans for the county Data Center which will be the
first of its kind in the state of Michigan. The expected completion date for the entire Operations Center is still slated for early
December 2013.
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Festivals, fireworks sparkle
in Macomb County
By Amanda Priemer
Macomb County Planning and Economic Development
The summer season has officially begun and Macomb County offers a wide variety of ways to
have fun through June and July.
Starting on June 20 at New Baltimore’s Walter & Mary Burke Park, fireworks will be lighting up
the night sky. Additional fireworks display locations and dates include: St. Clair Shores on June
28, Lake St. Clair Metropark on July 2 and Belle Maer/MacRay Harbor on July 4.
The New Baltimore fireworks display is part of a larger event that the city hosts annually – the
Bay-Rama Fish Fly Festival. This year, the festival will run from Wednesday, June 19 to Sunday
June 23. The five-day festival will feature a pie eating contest, carnival games and rides, great
food, music and more. This festival has been anchored in New Baltimore for 49 years and
promises to be a week full of family fun. For more information, visit www.bay-rama.com.
Additionally, from June 28 to 30, the Stars & Stripes festival will be held at Freedom Hill. The
event is filled with great musical acts, carnival rides and many other fun activities for families.
For more information, visit www.starsandstripesfest.com.
Lake St. Clair Metropark hosts the first annual Kite Festival on Saturday, June 22. Organized
and sponsored by Kites & Fun Things of Plymouth, the one-day festival will be held on the
shore of beautiful Lake St. Clair. The sky will become a virtual mosaic of kites, including massive creations by National Award Kite Builders. Stunt and animated kite demonstrations will
be flown throughout the day and coordinated to popular music. A kite store will be set up,
offering custom-made kites by the sponsor, Kites & Fun Things in Plymouth.
Family fun and activities for kids will be held all day at Lake St. Clair Metropark with easy
access to learn firsthand how to fly stunt and hobby kites. Professional kites teams from the
famous Detroit Windjammers and the Blues Brothers Pairs Team will perform throughout the
day, and remote controlled powered kites will be sure to amaze.
If you’re interested in outdoor fitness, look no further than Lake St. Clair Metropark’s new
Public Programs for Active Lifestyles. These
water-based fitness programs include an introduction to stand-up paddleboarding, basic
stand-up paddleboard yoga, paddleboard fitness, yoga on the beach and kayaking for beginners. These programs will run all throughout the
summer; please visit www.metroparks.com for
exact dates and times.
To view more fun summer events, check out the
event calendar in this issue or visit
www.makemacombyourhome.com.
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Health director honored for outreach
By Janine Seachrist
Macomb County Department of Health & Community Services
On May 10, 2013, Steven C. Gold, director of the Macomb County Department of Health
& Community Services, was honored by St. John Providence Community Health for his
involvement with the Open Arms grief counseling program.
Gold accepted the Good Grief award at a dinner that was held at Club Venetian in Madison
Heights. The award was given, according to the program, “in recognition of dedication to
addressing health needs of children and families in the Metropolitan Detroit community.”
Open Arms is a grieving children’s support program that helps children ages 3 to 17 years
and their family members who are surviving the loss of a loved one. The program helps by
finding healthy ways to cope with their feelings of sadness, anger or frustration so they can
return to their day-to-day activities. Open Arms serves the entire Detroit region.

Impatiens causing impatience?

By Mary Gerstenberger
MSUE Extension

Last year we received a number of calls on the Gardening Hotline related to impatiens downy mildew.
The impatiens plants had yellowed, the leaves dropped off and on the underside of the leaves a white
mildew coating could be found.
The disease can be spread by both air currents and water splash. Unfortunately, once the plant is
infected, there is no fungicide available that can save the plant. Worse yet, there is a type of downy mildew
spore (called an oospore) that can potentially survive in the soil for a number of years. Homeowners are
advised to avoid planting impatiens, especially if their plants were infected last year.
Many of our local nurseries, garden centers and farmers markets are not offering impatiens for sale this year, but are
offering alternatives to impatiens. While downy mildew infects common and double impatiens, New Guinea impatiens is
resistant to the disease. Other good alternatives include: Begonias, Fuchsia (upright varieties if used in the landscape), and
Heliotrope. Plants whose leaves provide interesting color include: Coleus, Caladium, and Polka dot plant. For a more extensive
list go to http://flor.hrt.msu.edu/IDM/mobileindex.htm.

Impatiens before disease
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Impatiens after disease

Pets of the Month
Munson & Leonard
By Jeff Randazzo
Macomb County Animal Shelter
Every month “Macomb Matters” features new pets up for adoption at our
very own Macomb County Animal Shelter. Please help us find these loving
animals a new forever home.
Munson is a 2-yearold
neutered
male, white and
brown
American
Staffordshire terrier
mix. Munson loves to
play and is good with
little kids!
Leonard is a 5-year-old neutered male, brown tabby domestic shorthair cat.
He’s very sweet and would make a great companion for an older person.
For more information on Leonard or Munson or any other available pets, call
(586) 469-5115 or visit http://www.macombgov.org/AnimalShelter/index.
html.
Every month Macomb Matters will be featuring a new pet(s) that’s up for adoption at our very own Macomb County Animal Shelter.
Please help us find these loving animals a new forever home.

Health department to hold blood drive
The American Red Cross Blood Drive will be on Monday, July 8 from 9 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. in the auditorium at the Mount Clemens Health
Department, 43525 Elizabeth Road.
If employees wish to register online, they can do so at
www.redcrossblood.org. Select “Find a Blood Drive Near
You,” search by zip code, enter the Mount Clemens
zip code -- 48043 -- and click “Find.” The location is
“Macomb County” and to the right of the location name,
employees can click on “Schedule an Appointment.”
Anyone who chooses to donate will be entered into a drawing to win one pair of Cedar Point tickets.
For questions, employees can contact Lindsay McCullers at (586) 469-5303.
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Macomb banding – Making it regional
By Sarah Cormier
Macomb County Executive Office

On May 22, Macomb County Executive Mark A. Hackel, along with representatives
from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, named and banded two
Peregrine Falcon chicks that have again made their home in Macomb atop the Old
County Building.
The chicks were hatched to parents Hathor and Nick in the beginning of May 2013
on the 11th floor of the Old County Building, 10 N. Main Street, in downtown Mount
Clemens.
Executive Hackel named the chicks Oakland and Wayne, each representing a part
of the region surrounding Macomb County.
“To brand the region, we must band together,” said Executive Hackel. “This is a
symbol of Macomb’s commitment toward regional branding.”
The Peregrine remains protected federally under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.
In Michigan, Peregrines remain listed as an endangered species under state
law. To learn more about Macomb County’s Peregrine Falcons, visit www.
macombcountymi.gov/peregrine.
Other successful nests in Macomb County include:
• 2012: Webber and Otis
• 2011: Diana, Edna and Rosie -- (Rosie has been identified in Brantford, Ontario. She has been found with a male 		
bird Skye, who was banded in 2010 at Etobicoke Sun Life Centre in Ontario. They have been seen mating, but it is 		
not yet known if they are nesting.)
• 2010: Harwell, Martha and Packard
• 2009: Cass, Tucker and Wetzel
• 2008: Clair, Clementine and Lenny
• 2005: Alexa

County offices busy preparing for the 2014 budget year
By Mark Deldin
Deputy Macomb County Executive
A key component to a fiscally sound organization is always looking ahead. That is exactly what elected officials and department leaders
across the County are doing as they work with the Finance Department to project revenues and expenses that will occur in 2014.
What makes the task even more important this year is that we are combining two budget cycles into one document. Many departments
that receive grant funding are on a September 30 year-end cycle while the rest of the county general fund budget is on a December
30 year-end cycle.
In previous years two separate budgets were delivered to the Board of Commissioners for adoption. The benefit of this new model is
to provide a more encapsulated picture of what it costs to fund every department in county government.
The 2014 budget will be transmitted to the Board of Commissioners the first part of July. They will spend the subsequent weeks
reviewing the budget in preparation for adoption no later than September 30, 2013.
Once adopted, work will begin anticipating revenues and expenses for 2015.
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Employee Focus

John Anderson
By Sarah Cormier
Macomb County Executive Office
John Anderson has done Macomb County proud.
This past May 28, Anderson, a lawyer who serves as the Risk & Finance Manager for Macomb County, was one of 50 people who had
the distinct honor of being admitted to practice law before the Supreme Court of the United States.
Out of the 50 people, including attorneys from all over the United States, Anderson was the only one from Michigan, let alone Macomb
County.
“It really gave me an extra sense of pride,” said Anderson of the experience.
“John has represented Macomb County in a positive light on a national level,” said Macomb County Executive Mark A. Hackel. “He is
the perfect example of what it means to be an ambassador for the County.”
Anderson said he received a call from the Federal Bar Association, which oversees the annual ceremony, a few months ago asking if
he would like to come to Washington D.C. to be given this special honor in person. He immediately agreed.
“A key element to me was that I was being sworn in in person,” he said. “I had never been to Washington D.C. before so it was a double
bonus for me to be able to take in the sights.”
Anderson said he went on the trip with his wife and 13-year-old son, who had also
never been to Washington D.C. Perusing all of the usual tourist attractions and getting to watch a couple of Supreme Court cases in action in just the short two days
they had for the trip was a lot of fun, said Anderson, adding that it was particularly
neat to be there on Memorial Day when the Changing of the Guard ceremony is
done at Arlington Cemetery.
Now that Anderson has received this distinction, he is allowed to bring cases before
the Supreme Court. He also has use of a special law library area in Washington D.C.
He said many attorneys, including himself, dream about having a case go before
the Supreme Court.
“I’ve always admired folks that could go before the Supreme Court and argue a
case,” he said. “You can change a law of the entire country. You could have a dramatic impact on society.”
Macomb County’s Finance Director, Pete Provenzano, who oversees Anderson, said
Anderson’s distinction is quite an achievement.
“This is quite an honor and we are all very proud of John,” he said. “It is one more
example of the high caliber team that we have at the County.”
Anderson said his other passions include boating and fishing. He is also a jazz band
singer, touring locally with a 16-person jazz band known as Blue Steel.
“I really like to sing Sinatra,” he said with a smile.
Department Focus highlights the outstanding work of Macomb County employees who demonstrate a high level of excellence and commitment
to their work. To nominate an employee for future consideration, send an e-mail to Executive@macombgov.org stating in 250 words or less why
they should be featured.
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Transparency in government
By Pam Lavers
Assistant County Executive
Checks and balances are a fundamental part of government.
Transparency in government provides a critical oversight that ensures
responsible stewardship of taxpayer dollars. The Macomb County
Executive Office is committed to making sure citizens are able to
access all of the records and information about county operations.
Since the transition to the new executive form of government in 2010
under the new county charter, the executive office is ensuring that
all budget data and financial information are made available to the
public. By going to www.MacombGov.org, anyone can find up-to-date
reports and records, and will be able to trace the activity of county
government spending.
• The County has printed more than 40,000 accounts payable checks. All are available for review on the County website.
• We have over two years of financial history online. All appropriations for expenditures are posted monthly, quarterly and
annually.
• Salary ranges, titles, and number of employees are posted online for every department.
• Macomb County exceeds state standards recommended for financial information transparency and clarity.
• We have a five-year capital plan which outlines and prioritizes future county expenditures.
This information is also available summarized in a financial dashboard on our website that puts our financial information in an easyto-understand format.

Freedom Hill rocks it out of the park
By Mark Deldin
Deputy Macomb County Executive
Freedom Hill is officially open again. A concert by Huey Lewis and The News, held
on June 4, was the venue’s official kickoff. There are many different concerts,
festivals and other events lined up at Freedom Hill for the rest of the summer. To
check out dates, visit www.freedomhill.net.
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Macomb’s Memories

Healthstyles still active and well after 25 years
Annual Luncheon & Health Fair on June 25
By Cynthia S. Donahue
Facilities and Operations
All Macomb County employees are invited to the 25th Annual Healthstyles Luncheon & Health Fair
on June 25 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Freedom Hill Park.
In commemoration of Healthstyles 25th anniversary, the group is offering free health screenings,
massages, giveaways and raffle prizes to all county employees. Employees who have participated in
Healthstyles programs in the last two years will have already received an invitation to lunch.
Healthstyles began in 1988 under the direction of Risk Management Director John Haack and
Health Educator Peri (Gass) John. Each department was invited to send a representative to monthly
meetings to discuss health and safety programs that would help employees make positive changes
in their health behavior.
One of the group’s early projects was a monthly newsletter that was distributed with county paychecks. Entitled Healthy Lifestyles, Shirley Thomas edited the newsletter until paper paychecks became a thing of the past.
Programs over the years have included health screenings, a Walk-a-long,
lunch n’ learns, a walking club, exercise and Weight Watchers classes,
smoking cessation classes, Coloring your Diet, Fall into Fitness and Harvesting Healthier Habits.
By far the most popular, the Walk-a-long contest began in 1988 and continues today under the title Spring-into-Action. Participants record the number
of miles they walk each day and compete for prizes while a rotating trophy
is presented each year to the department with the most combined miles.
In 1989, there were 414 participants in the Walk-a-long. The following year,
412 took part.
In 1991, for the first time, 481 participants were awarded with a breakfast
at Freedom Hill. Members walked a total of 9,552.5 miles that year.
In 1993, an awards luncheon was held in the VerKuilen building auditorium where a picnic lunch and cookies made by committee members were
1996 committee members: (Front row, L to R): Linda
served. Overcrowding moved the luncheon to Zuccaro’s in Clinton Township
Champion, unknown, Peri (Gass) John, unknown,
the next year, where it remained until 1998 when the Board of CommissionSamantha Johnson, Barbara Latronica, Linda Berry,
ers determined that the county function should be held at the county park.
Cindy Donahue. (Back row, L to R): Bev Mair, Jackie
The luncheon was
Bucca, Dave Steitler, Jr., Cathy Cross Vermander,
moved back to
Delores Meerschaert, Gail McAlpine, Judy Reid.
the park, where it
remained until the park closing; the luncheon was again held at the
VerKuilen building from 2009 to the present.
Members have come and gone over the years; today Maria Swiatkowski, from the Health Department, and Diane Ehrler, from IT, co-chair the
committee under Human Resources Safety Specialist Ben Treppa’s
guidance.
Three original committee members are still employed by the County;
Barbara Latronica, with Community Mental Health, Linda Berry, with
Public Works and Cynthia Donahue, with Facilities and Operations.
While Berry retired from the committee prior to 2007, Latronica remained active in the committee until a few years ago and Donahue is
still an active member.
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(Seated, L to R): Cindy Donahue, Sam Johnson, Maria
Swiatkowski, Bernadette Russell: (Standing, L to R):
Robert Fuller, Ben Treppa, Marilyn Taylor, Diane
Ehrler, Nancy Younes, Robin Auten, Sandy
Birkenshaw, Shirley Thomas.

Newly Hired...
Name 		

Joshua T. Allard		
Vondell V. Alston		
Loreen A. Barker		
Lewis A. Brownlee		
Renee K. Burch		
Shawndrea D. Butler		
Brenda A. Chatman		
Stephanie M. Cheung		
Lauren T. Cody		
Kathy D. Comar		
Brittney K. Cooper		
David J. Cylkowski		
Robert J. Deja		
James C. Demeulenaere		
Kathleen A. Deyoung		
Elizabeth M. Dobrinski		
Nicole M. Dwyer		
Timeka D. Dye		
Deborah J. Fortin		
Derek A. Fortunate		
Brendan R. Fraser		
Laretha N. Gordon-Williams		
Erika R. Grzech		
Taylor L. Hartz		
Wendy S. Hicks		
William J. Homrocky		
Beth G. Johnson		
Kristan A. Koehler		
Mary Klakulak		
Krysta M. Lebeau		
Crystal S. Mamon		
Jennifer A. Marriott-Davis		
Russell L. Miley		
Kellie M. Mitkovski		
Sheila M. Moore		
Marcy A. Oke		
Staci C. Parrish		
Robert A. Plotzke		
Jennifer R. Putney		
Carrie M. Ravin		
Teara B. Reid		
Niki N. Ross		
Shavohn D. Rowser		
John S. Schroeder		
Aileen M. Sczublewski		
Steven J. Siwecki		
Kenneth G. Staelgraeve		
Joshua J. Strassburg		
Richard P. Sulaka II		
Michele L. Susalla		
Jennifer N. Thomas		
Shalaunda G. Wather		

RETIREES...
Name 		

Ruth A. Beech Calibeo		
Judith E. Cunningham		
Denise M. Dilay		
Timothy E. Flanigan		
Edward A. Flowers		
Mary J. Boyer Kelly		
Keith A. Kuchenmeister		
Anne M. Lilla		
George C. Pointer		
Connie M. Regenauer		
Lawrence A. Sheff		

Department

Community Services Agency
Martha T. Berry
Martha T. Berry
Facilities And Operations
Community Services Agency
Martha T. Berry
Protective Services
Sheriff
Health
Martha T. Berry
Martha T. Berry
Protective Services
Sheriff
Protective Services
Sheriff
Martha T. Berry
Community Mental Health
Martha T. Berry
Human Res. & Labor Relations
Sheriff
Sheriff
Martha T. Berry
Sheriff
Sheriff
Human Res. & Labor Relations
Protective Services
Martha T. Berry
Sheriff
Department of Roads
Sheriff
Martha T. Berry
Martha T. Berry
Facilities And Operations
Community Mental Health
Martha T. Berry
Sheriff
Community Mental Health
Protective Services
Prosecuting Attorney
Martha T. Berry
Martha T. Berry
Health
Martha T. Berry
County Clerk
Sheriff
Protective Services
Emergency Services & Comm.
Sheriff
Public Works
Martha T. Berry
Martha T. Berry
Martha T. Berry

Department

Circuit Court
Community Mental Health
Sheriff
Sheriff
Sheriff
Martha T. Berry
Emergency Services & Comm.
MSU Extension
Sheriff
Sheriff
Sheriff
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June
17
19-23

Upcoming Events

CARE-Project Focus Summer Youth Camp
New Baltimore Bay-Rama Fish Fly Festival

21

MCCSA-Healthy Eating for Successful Living in Older
Adults

21

Senior Services-Senior Fun Festival

22

Mount Clemens Farmers Market Strawberry Social

22

Roseville Fireworks

22

Freedom Hill - Beatlemania Live

24

Detroit Fireworks

24-28

CARE-Project Focus Summer Youth Camp

25

Center Line Fireworks

28

St. Clair Shores Fireworks

28

Freedom Hill - Randy Travis

28

MCCSA-Healthy Eating for Successful Living in Older
Adults

29

Freedom Hill - Cake

28-30

Stars & Stripes Festival

30

Stars & Stripes Fireworks

30

Freedom Hill - Kool & the Gang

30

Richmond Log Cabin Day

30

Stony Creek Metropark Fireworks

July

2

Lake St. Clair Metropark Fireworks

3

Freedom Hill - Foreigner

4

Fourth of July

4

Belle Maer/MacRay Fireworks

8

(On Mondays for 8 weeks) CARE-Beyond Trauma: A
Healing Journey for Women

10

Clinton Township Fireworks

11

(On Thursdays for 6 weeks) CARE-Know a Teen
Experiencing Problems Managing Anger?

13

Public Works Clean Up Date

13

MSUE-RELAX - Alternatives to Anger Session I

13-14
14

Warren Art in the Park
Fraser Picnic and Parade

