
A Message From Mark
Happy New Year! I hope that all of you had a great holiday 
season and have enjoyed a happy start to the new year. 

Now that the festivities are over, it’s time to focus on 2013. 
There are a lot of great things planned for the County that 
promise to make it a good year. I plan on utilizing as many 
positive opportunities as possible to continue to promote this 

County as the best place to live, work, play and grow a business. There are many exciting 
events set for this year that are sure to showcase what we have to offer here. I’m looking 
forward to working together to move Macomb forward.

Please continue your work as ambassadors for Macomb County in this new year. You are 
all very much a part of helping to get our positive messaging out and I appreciate your 
assistance in this ongoing effort. 

Sincerely,

Mark A. Hackel
Macomb County Executive
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For the first time ever, Macomb County will honor some of our best companies through an 
awards program at 8 a.m. on Tuesday Feb. 12 at the Best Western Sterling Banquet and 
Conference Center.

Hosted by the Department of Planning & Economic Development and County Executive 
Mark Hackel, this event will place a spotlight on area companies that are leaders in energy 
efficiency, workforce development, diversification and corporate citizenship. Overall, there 
were 49 nominations but only one will be named in each category.

Our goal is to make this a top-notch event that creates greater awareness of the companies 
that make Macomb County a great place to live, work, learn and play. There will be informal 
networking and learning opportunities, breakfast, Huel Perkins from WJBK Fox 2 Detroit as our 
emcee, a special keynote address and presentation of the awards. 

Early supporters include AT&T, MEDC, First State Bank and others. Please note that there is 
still time to get involved if you’d like to be in front of this influential group of business leaders.
 
Tickets are only $20 and can be purchased
www.MacombBusiness.com.

Macomb County businesses to be honored
By Maria Zardis
Planning & Economic Development Department

www.macombgov.org
http://www.makemacombyourhome.com/
http://www.macombcountymi.gov/BusinessDevelopment/business_awards/nominees.html
http://www.macombcountymi.gov/BusinessDevelopment/business_awards/sponsors.html


What’s Cookin?!

Shepherd’s Pie
Ingredients: 
1 pound ground turkey or beef
1 clove minced garlic or
    ¼ tsp. garlic powder
1 small onion, chopped
2 cups cooked cut-up green beans
1 can undiluted tomato soup
3 to 4 cups mashed potatoes
Paprika or Parmesan cheese (optional)

Directions: 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.

Cook turkey or beef over medium heat 
until no longer pink.  Drain off fat.

Add garlic and onion and cook 2 min-
utes or until onion is soft.

Add green beans and soup and mix 
well.

Pour into greased casserole dish 
and spoon mashed potatoes on top, 
smoothing potatoes to make a flat 
layer.

Sprinkle with paprika or Parmesan 
cheese, if desired.

Bake 30 minutes.

Macomb County now offers a 
new way to keep up with the 
latest news in the County. 

The Twitter account 
@MacombNewsNow will 
provide followers with 
up-to-date information 
on road construction and 
conditions, County and 
community events, as well as 
other notable happenings. 
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By Maria Swiatkowski
Health Department

Since its formation in 1947, the Macomb County Health Department 
has strived to ensure personal and environmental health for the 
residents and communities in Macomb County.  

While the Macomb County landscape has changed greatly through 
the years, some of the very same illnesses and causes of death 
threaten the health and well-being of our residents. Some of the 
same environmental concerns continue to be a source of concern. 
In keeping with our mission to improve, promote and protect the 
personal and environmental health of our residents and communities, the Health Department 
has a wide range of programs and services available.  

The Environmental Health (EH) Division works to protect water resources through our Household 
Hazardous Waste Collection and Disposal Program, which keeps chemical contaminants and 
unwanted medications out of landfills and reduces indiscriminate disposal practices. The EH 
Division also monitors our surface waters, keeping beaches safe for recreational use and 
conducts illicit discharge investigations to find and correct sources of sewage pollution. Also, 
the EH Division Food Service Sanitation Program works to ensure food safety by conducting 
twice yearly inspections of restaurants and other food service facilities, reviewing plans for new 
or remodeled establishments and investigating food-borne illnesses.   

Through the Family Health Services and Health Promotion and Disease Control Divisions, the 
Health Department works to protect the health and well-being of our residents through all 
ages. The Immunization program provides tens of thousands of vaccines to people of all ages, 
protecting against more than a dozen vaccine-preventable diseases.  The WIC program provides 
nutrition education, counseling, supplemental food and referrals to community resources for 
families in need. The Family Planning program provides reduced-cost reproductive health 
exams and contraception for our residents.  The Communicable Disease program monitors 
the incidence of dozens of communicable diseases, watches for outbreaks of illness and 
investigates communicable disease reports. The Healthy Communities program provides 
education on chronic disease prevention and safety through school, community group and 
worksite presentations, offers free community diabetes screenings and works to prevent 
injuries to our youngest residents through the Child Passenger Safety program. The Children’s 
Special Health Care program works with families who have children with special needs by 
coordinating medical care and finding resources within the community.  

The Animal Care and Control program provides pet adoption services, reunites owners with lost 
pets, investigates animal cruelty cases, licenses dogs, receives and follows up on animal bite 
reports and conducts rescue services for domestic animals and injured or sick wildlife.

“As Macomb County continues to change in many significant ways, the Health Department will 
continue to adapt to meet the needs of our ever-changing population,” said William Ridella, 
director/health officer for the Macomb County Health Department.

For more information on the Health Department programs and services, please visit our 
website www.macombgov.org/publichealth/ or call (586) 469-5235.

Macomb County Health Department
Department Focus

Many departments in Macomb County are doing great things. If there’s an idea that your 
department implemented that others could benefit from, or if there’s a department that 
should be recognized for its hard work, please email executive@macombgov.org.

http://www.macombgov.org/publichealth/
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County Blood Drive February 22  

The start of this new year brings with it new and returning leaders to both the county and state level. 

Locally, the Macomb County Board of Commissioners recently elected Commissioner David Flynn (D-Sterling Heights) to a two-
year term as board chair to lead the 13-member body. Commissioner Kathy Tocco (D-Roseville, Fraser) will serve as vice-chair, and 
Michael Boyle (D-St. Clair Shores, Harrison Township) was chosen as sergeant-at-arms. 

Chair Flynn, 27, has represented the constituents of Sterling Heights on the board since 2007. He holds a bachelor’s degree in 
political science from Michigan State University and was the executive director of Charter = County Executive, which collected 
35,000 signatures to establish a county executive form of government with a reduced number of commissioners. Recently, he was 
instrumental in Regional Partners Advocating Transit Here (R-PATH), which championed the creation of a Regional Transit Authority 
for Southeast Michigan. Vice-Chair Tocco has served on the board for six years and was a previous vice-chair from 2010-2011. 
Returning board member and Sergeant-at-Arms Michael Boyle previously served on the board from 2009-2010 and also served on 
the St. Clair Shores City Council from 1997-2005.

Also returning to the board after a two-year absence is Commissioner Robert Mijac (D-Sterling Heights), who is one of the longest- 
serving commissioners on the current board, previously serving his district as a commissioner from 1994-2010.  

Lastly, the newest member of the board is Commissioner Veronica Klinefelt (D- Eastpointe, Grosse Pointe Shores, St. Clair Shores, 
Warren) who joins her peers with 15 years of combined public service on the East Detroit School Board, Eastpointe City Council and 
Roseville/Eastpointe Recreation Authority.

“We have a new, energetic board with diverse backgrounds and decades of collectively valuable experience,” Chair Flynn said. 
“As chair, my focus will be to balance principle with pragmatism, as we work to provide responsible oversight and the checks and 
balances expected of us by our constituents and by the county employees.”

For more information on your Board of Commissioners, visit www.MacombBoC.com.

There will also be two new members in the State House, Henry Yanez and Sarah Roberts. You can find their bios and background  
information at www.legislature.mi.gov.

All of the new local representatives can be found on Macomb County Clerk Carmella Sabaugh’s website at 
http://www.macombcountymi.gov/CLERKSOFFICE/index.htm.

By Pam Lavers
Macomb County Executive Office

By Lisa Martino
Macomb County Board of Commissioners Office

David Flynn
Chair

 Kathy Tocco
Vice-Chair

 Michael Boyle
Sergeant-at-Arms 

 Robert Mijac
Commissioner

 Henry Yanez
State Rep.

 Sarah Roberts
State Rep.

On February 22, 2013 between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m., the County will host a Blood Drive in the lobby of the Administration Building. 
Employees who either donate blood or attempt to donate blood and also participate in our Healthy Lifestyles program will receive 
two points for their efforts.

Please contact Sue Foster at (586) 469-6038 to register. Those interested in participating may also register online at 
redcrossblood.org in the section “Find a Blood Drive Near You.” Type in the sponsor code “macombcounty” (no spaces between 
words) to schedule an appointment.

We need your assistance, so please sign up -- it feels good to be a part of helping save lives!

New representation in 2013

 Veronica Klinefelt
Commissioner

http://www.macombcountymi.gov/MACOMB_GOV/index.htm
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(3j3o0ae4ssedjbnxo52frtfn))/mileg.aspx?page=home
http://www.macombcountymi.gov/CLERKSOFFICE/index.htm
http://www.redcrossblood.org/


Employee Focus
Katherine Benford
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Everyone needs an advocate – especially senior citizens. And especially senior citizens in Macomb County. According to the 
2010 census, 20 percent of Macomb County’s residents are seniors.
 
That’s where Katherine Benford steps in. 

Benford is 12-year county employee for the Macomb County Community 
Services Agency (MCCSA), which focuses on providing a network of 
comprehensive educational, economic and social services to Macomb 
County residents in need. MCCSA offers many programs to the public such 
as Emergency Assistance, Medication Transportation and Weatherization.

Benford specifically oversees the Senior Nutrition Program, Senior Citizen 
Chore Services and Home Injury Control programs of MCCSA. She also 
has more recently taken on a leadership role in Senior Citizen Services, 
conducting day-to-day operations there. She performs many functions, but 
mainly focuses on funding for the programs, making sure they can continue 
running smoothly and be of the utmost benefit to Macomb County citizens. 

Benford said her funding work with MCCSA has helped in her transition to 
picking up the extra work for Senior Citizen Services, as she already has solid contacts at the state level in many key areas. 

“You’re aware of those funding opportunities and you have that … reputation as well,” she said.  

Making sure a bevy of resources are available to senior citizens benefits everyone in the County, added Benford. 

“Older adults want to stay here. It is where they are the most comfortable, safe and secure. That’s where they are going to have 
a higher quality of life,” she said. “It is more cost effective to support seniors in their home.” 

In her personal life, Benford, who will be celebrating 10 years of marriage in February and is a mother to 5-year-old Ellis 
and 7-year-old Samantha, is also an avid runner. Last year, she ran six half marathons to gear up for the Detroit Free Press 
Marathon, which she competed in and finished. 

“It was definitely in the top five of my proudest moments,” she said, adding that the Macomb-Orchard Trail was one of her 
favorite spots for training. “It was such a sense of accomplishment.” 

Many people in Macomb County are impressed with Benford as well.

Her supervisor, MCCSA Director Mary Solomon, said that Benford is a “true professional.”

“She always goes the extra mile to ensure that vital programs and services are available to our seniors,” she said. 

Steve Gold, director of Health & Community Services, added that he appreciates Benford’s management skills.
“Katherine Benford’s leadership in multiple roles helps facilitate the county charter mandate that we consolidate services and 
advocacy for senior citizens,” he said.

Macomb County Executive Mark Hackel said he appreciates Benford’s willingness to take on additional roles in the County.  
“Katherine is always willing to go the extra mile whether running a marathon or running our senior nutrition programs,” he 
said.

For her part, Benford is just happy to work for an entity that focuses on helping others.

“Everyone who works here does it because they want to make a difference in people’s lives,” she said. “In my role with the 
County, I’m afforded that opportunity.” 



Newly Hired... Upcoming Events

January
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23

26

CARE of Southeastern Michigan & The 
Macomb Prisoner ReEntry Advisory 
Council winter coats collection

(Eight-week series) MSUE-Money 
Management

Velocity-Business Seminar: How To 
Report Small Business Income On 
Taxes

CARE of Southeastern Michigan’s Teen 
Intervene

Macomb Early Childhood Conference

Freeze Your Franny 5K Run & Walk

Velocity Business Seminar: Taxes & 
Your Home Office

MSUE-Community Gardening - What 
Does It Mean To You

(Six-part series) MCCSA-Healthy Eating 
for Successful Living in Older Adults 

MSUE-Come Grow With Us Herb Series 
- Back to the Basics, Growing Herbs

Utica Ice Festival

Macomb Business Awards

(Three-part series) MSUE-Home 
Ownership Seminars

All About Food from Farm to Fork

Eastpointe Art & Ice Festival 
 

1-2/15

26

26

30

5

8-10

12

February

Name         Department
Adams, Erin Martha T Berry
Camaj, Hana Mental Health
Edwards, Renai Health
Glaros, Amanda Mental Health
Goodchild, Nancy Health
Howard, Janice Martha T Berry
Logan, Gabrielle Health
Marinelli, Mary Martha T Berry
Pouget, Joe Facilities & Operations
Russell, Theresa Juvenile Justice Center
Servitto, Anthony Prosecuting Attorney
Smith, Vonnette Martha T Berry
Squibb, Briana Mental Health
Szabo, Susan Circuit Court
Tahfs, Judy Martha T Berry
Brooks, Julian Martha T Berry
Cappell, Matthew Martha T Berry
Duncan, Allecia Martha T Berry
Force, Shawn Mental Health
Hartson, Carol Community Services Agency
Jones, Angela Martha T Berry
Keys, Kelly Martha T Berry
LeComte, Darlene Health
Lolmaugh, Douglas Community Services Agency
Lunn, Alicia Martha T Berry
Manoj, Melissa                  Martha T Berry
Marcilis, Talisha                Martha T Berry
Seifert, Dawn  Martha T Berry
Stuart, Brittan Community Services Agency
Swartz, Trisha Community Services Agency
Swietoslawski, Thomas    Community Services Agency

RETIREES
Romans, Janet                     Family Court - Juvenile
Bovenschen, Paula              Treasurer
Szczepanski, Diane             Emergency Management & Communications 
Moceri, Doreen                    Health

23, 30, 2/6, 2/13, 2/20, 3/6, 3/13 & 3/20

5, 12, 19, 26, 3/5, 3/12

14, 21, 28

Don’t forget to spread the 
social word...

Stay connected at:

http://www.facebook.com/
makemacombyourhome

31

Winter in Macomb
14
15-17

http://www.facebook.com/makemacombyourhome.com
http://www.facebook.com/makemacombyourhome
http://www.facebook.com/makemacombyourhome


On January 15, 1818, Governor Lewis Cass issued a proclamation naming the third and largest county 
in the Territory of Michigan after his good friend, Alexander Macomb. At that time, Macomb County in-
cluded all of Genesee, Lapeer, Livingston, Macomb, Oakland, and St. Clair counties, as well as parts of 
Sanilac, Shiawassee, Ingham and Tuscola counties. On March 7, 1834, the Township of Macomb, also 
named after Alexander Macomb, was created by an act of the territorial legislature; it was originally 
composed of both the townships of Chesterfield and Macomb.    

 The son of a fur merchant, Macomb was born in British-held Detroit on April 3, 1782.  He was com-
missioned first lieutenant in the Corps of Engineers, and then established the military academy at 
West Point in 1802 where he was one of the first officers to receive formal training. Macomb married 
his cousin Catharine Navarre in 1803.  He was the commanding 

officer for the garrison in Detroit after the War of 1812, but was best known for his heroic 
efforts that defeated the British at the Battle of Plattsburgh in New York.  

Macomb was third in line for the position of commanding general of the United States 
Army when Major General Jacob Brown died in 1828. In what was referred to as “petticoat 
influence,” Macomb was thought to have been selected over generals Winfield Scott and 
Edmund Pendleton Gaines due to the influence of the sister of the wife of Secretary of the 
Treasury Richard Rush, a close advisor to the president. Her sister, in an effort to have her 
daughter near her in Washington, had promised Macomb that if he would move her son-
in-law, Lieutenant Cooper, to Washington, that she would in turn influence the president to 
secure the chief command for him.  

Macomb was promoted to Major General in May of 1828, and made Commanding General 
of the United States Army from May 29, 1828 thru June of 1841.  

Macomb died in office on June 25, 1841, and was buried in the Congressional Cemetery in 
Washington, D.C.  Attending the ceremony were President John Tyler, former President John 
Quincy Adams, congressional members and battalions of soldiers.  

Macomb County has paid tribute to its distinguished namesake throughout the years. The 
Daughters of the American Revolution named a chapter after him in 1899, which is still in 
existence today. In 1972, the Macomb County Board of Commissioners passed a resolution 
proclaiming that every year from then on Macomb County will celebrate Macomb Heritage Day 
on April 3, the birth date of General Alexander Macomb.  

 In 1974, the Macomb County Historical Society and the Macomb County Bicentennial Com-
mittee presented the Alexander Macomb state historical marker that graces the land between 
the county and court buildings in downtown Mount Clemens. Under the guidance of the Alex-
ander Macomb Memorial Committee Chairman Dr. Patrick Johnson, Grosse Pointe sculptor 
Frank Varga created the bronze statue of Macomb that stands 
in front of the courthouse today. Dedicated on July 1, 1977, 
the 22-foot-tall statue was funded by interested citizens and 

community organizations. In 2004, the Macomb County Historical Commission created the Alex-
ander Macomb Historical Award which is given each year to recipients who have shown outstand-
ing commitment to historic preservation.  

On July 17, 2008, a second funeral was held for Alexander Macomb in Washington, D.C. The 
13-foot-tall monument that marked the grave of Alexander and his first wife had started to lean, 
causing the brick vault under the monument to collapse. The couple were exhumed and kept at 
the Smithsonian Institution during the month-long restoration of the monument and tomb. The 
second funeral was attended by Macomb’s descendants, who placed their ancestors in new cof-
fins. A bugler led the procession of National Park Service employees dressed in the military garb 
of 1812. The same bell that tolled for Macomb in 1841 again tolled for him in 2008.   

Who Was Macomb County Named After?  
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By Cynthia S. Donahue 
Facilities and Operations

Macomb’s Memories



Tech Talk
Don’t Get Tricked by Hoax E-mails

Internet hoaxes are e-mail messages written with one purpose -- to be sent to everyone. The 
messages they contain are usually untrue. Hoax messages try to get the recipients to pass them 
on to everyone they know using several different methods of social engineering. 

The Risk and Cost of Hoaxes

The cost and risk associated with hoaxes may not seem to be that high. However, if you consider the large 
numbers of people who receive a hoax, then that small cost gets multiplied into some pretty significant 
costs. For example, if everyone on the Internet were to receive one hoax message and spend one minute 
reading and discarding it, the cost would be something like:
50,000,000 people * 1/60 hour * $50/hour = $41.7 million

How to Recognize a Hoax

Probably the first thing to notice about a warning is the request to “send this to everyone you know” or 
some variant of that statement, including requests to send money. This should raise a red flag that the 
warning is probably a hoax. What often makes a hoax sound realistic is that technical-sounding language 
is used and there is often credibility by association (referencing people or accounts you are familiar with).

Validating a Warning

Do not circulate warnings without first checking with an authoritative source. Warnings without the name of the person sending the 
original notice, or warnings with names, addresses and phone numbers that do not actually exist are probably hoaxes. Warnings 
about new malicious codes are also available at the anti-virus vendor’s sites and at the operating system’s vendor site. Some great 
hoax validation websites are:

                                    Snopes.com (Urban Legends) http://www.snopes.com/ 
                                    About.com (Urban Legends) http://urbanlegends.about.com/  
                                    Hoaxbusters                                    http://hoaxbusters.ciac.org/ 
                                    Hoax Slayer.com                           http://www.hoax-slayer.com/
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The Macomb County Animal Shelter is looking to make a smooth transition 
into 2013 by focusing on new ways to approach the care and safety of 
animals in Macomb County by engaging those passionate about animal 
welfare. 

At a press conference held on Jan. 9, Macomb County Executive Hackel also unveiled a new Make 
Macomb Your Home logo for animals.

In addition, Bill Ridella, the recently named Macomb County Health Department director/health officer, 
selected Jeffery Randazzo to be the new animal care and control manager for the shelter. 

“I am confident that Jeff has the experience and passion to guide the shelter as it outlines and 
implements new goals for 2013,” said Hackel. “Animal health and welfare is important. We want not only 
our residents to make Macomb their home, but also our animal companions.”

Randazzo has been working for the City of 
Sterling Heights Police Department as an 
animal control officer since September 
2007. In 2000, Randazzo graduated from Michigan State University with a 
degree in Equine Science & Livestock Management. Later, he worked for a 
variety of other animal care agencies including the Michigan Humane Society 
and Oakland County Animal Control.

“Jeff is very knowledgeable in his field and well-respected throughout the 
County for his proactive approach to taking care of animals,” said Ridella.

Pets to feel at home in Macomb


