
A Message From Mark
2013 is in full swing and we have a lot to celebrate. Both the 
public and private sector are chalking up accomplishments in 
Macomb County by exceeding standards and setting trends in 
business and government leadership. 

At the North American International Auto Show in January, 
the coveted Car and Truck of the Year Awards went to vehicles 
with strong ties to Macomb County. The Car of the Year, the 

Cadillac ATS, was designed right here in Warren at the GM Technical Center. The Truck of 
the year, the Dodge Ram 1500, is built in Warren.

Also in January, we honored 11 different communities that work together with service 
sharing awards. Government efficiency is a top priority for our constituents, so it was 
important to recognize those communities that have a commitment to delivering good 
value to taxpayers.

In February, we honored our local businesses by holding the first Macomb Business Awards. 
This event recognized companies that are demonstrating outstanding practices in their 
respective industries. With over 49 nominations submitted, there are many local businesses 
that embody the values of Macomb County. I am proud that so many have chosen Macomb 
County as the place to grow their respective companies.

As February winds down, it’s hard to believe that it’s nearing the end of winter already. 
Hopefully the beloved groundhog Punxsutawney Phil is correct and spring will begin soon! 
The start of spring brings with it many exciting opportunities to really promote the blue 
economy we have here in Macomb County, which I am looking forward to. For a list of 
upcoming events that you and your family can enjoy, visit
www.makemacombyourhome.com.

Sincerely,

Mark A. Hackel
Macomb County Executive
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What’s Cookin?!

Dried Cherry Bread Pudding
Ingredients: 
2 eggs, slightly beaten
2 1/4 cups skim milk
8 slices day-old bread, 
    cut into 1-inch cubes
1/3 cup brown sugar 
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
1 teaspoon vanilla
1/2 cup dried cherries

Directions: 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.
 
1) Combine eggs and milk in large mix-
ing bowl. Add bread cubes and mix.
2) Stir in remaining ingredients.
3) Spray or grease baking dish.
4) Bake at 350 degrees Fahrenheit for 
one hour. It is done when knife inserted 
in pudding comes out clean.

Yields 6 1-cup servings
Prep. Time 15 minutes
Per Serving:
215 Calories
3 g  Fat
39 g Carbohydrate
1 g Fiber

Provided by:
MSU Extension
 

Macomb County now offers a 
new way to keep up with the 
latest news in the County. 

The Twitter account 
@MacombNewsNow will 
provide followers with 
up-to-date information 
on road construction and 
conditions, County and 
community events, as well as 
other notable happenings. 
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Are you a community advocate in Mount Clemens or Clinton Township who is looking to make 
a difference in colorectal cancer rates in the community? Did you know colorectal cancer is 
the third most common cancer diagnosed in both men and women in the United States? The 
Macomb County Health Department is looking for motivated individuals to help promote free, 
lifesaving colorectal cancer screenings to family, friends and coworkers. Training will be provided 
for interested individuals. Take a few moments this year to make a difference in the community. 

If you are interested in this unique opportunity, contact Erika Lojko at (586) 412-3394 or
erika.lojko@macombgov.org.

Are You An Ambassador?

Macomb County Ambassador

By Anthony Wickersham, Sheriff
Macomb County Sheriff’s Office

The Macomb County Sheriff’s Office has entered into 
an agreement to provide emergency dispatching 
services to Clinton Township police and fire 
departments beginning in April of this year.

We are committed to doing everything possible to 
make this a smooth transition and to make officer 
safety our highest priority. The public should notice no 
change in services. In many instances, former Clinton 
Township dispatchers will continue to answer phones 
and dispatch resources to police situations and fires 
in the township.  

Furthermore, in mid-2014, the city of Sterling Heights will also begin to dispatch its emergency 
police and fire services from the new Macomb County Operations Center. 

The Sheriff’s Office currently has 24 dispatchers who provide emergency dispatching services 
for 10 townships, cities and villages as well as to nine fire departments.

After the consolidations, the Macomb County Operations Center will house 50 dispatchers at a 
state-of-the-art Operations Center on Groesbeck in Mount Clemens.    

Sheriff ’s dispatch to serve two more communities
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The Macomb County Department of Roads has another aggressive construction season planned for 2013, with two projects already 
underway. 

Auburn Road will be closed to through traffic (residential/business traffic only) between Dequindre and Ryan for reconstruction. The 
project kicked off Feb. 4 and is expected to run through July.  Work on the 23 Mile Road bridge replacement over the Clinton River 
began last month with the closure of 23 Mile Road just west of the bridge to North Avenue. This project is expected to run through 
August. Suggested detour routes for both of these projects are posted on the Roads Department website.

In addition to the 23 Mile Road Bridge replacement, Macomb Township will also have gravel roads paved at 24 Mile Road from 
North Avenue to Fairchild, the 22 Mile Road and Fairchild intersection, and 22 Mile Road from 21 Mile Road to 22 Mile Road this 
year.

Another larger project scheduled this year is the Hayes Road widening from just north of 21 Mile Road to north of 23 Mile Road. 
Construction is expected to begin in June and will last through September. Van Dyke widening will also continue northward from 25 
Mile Road to 26 Mile Road in Shelby Township this spring, as well as the widening of Van Dyke from 26 Mile Road to West Road in 
Washington Township this summer. 

Motorists traveling through the city of Warren will see improvements to 10 Mile Road from Hayes to Groesbeck and 12 Mile Road 
from Hoover to Schoenherr being completed this summer as well.   

Bike path construction will also continue this year with a concrete bike path along Wellington Crescent through Shadyside Park 
on the Clinton River in Mount Clemens and Clinton Township. An asphalt bike path from Auburn Road in Utica will be constructed 
following the edge of the Clinton River northward to connect up to the River Bends Park path in Shelby Township.

The full list of all construction projects is also available at the Road Department website www.rcmcweb.org. 

By Bob Hoepfner
Department of Roads

Department of Roads barrels into
2013 construction season 



Employee Focus
Ken Poterek & Anthony Toreli
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Flyers, pamphlets, posters, business cards, letterhead -- you name it, the Macomb 
County Print Shop can create it. 

“We are the best kept secret in town,” said Ken Poterek, one of only two guys 
that work in the department, which is located in the Central Services building on 
Vic Wertz Road.

This coming November, Poterek will have worked for the department for 25 
years. About two years ago, Anthony Toreli joined Poterek to help run the presses. 
The pair is solely responsible for taking print orders for each department in the 
County. Poterek estimates the shop goes through some 500,000 sheets of paper 
a month, fulfilling the approximate 150 to 200 orders they receive during that 
same time frame. About 10 pallets of 40 cases of white paper are used a year – 
and that’s not counting any specialty orders.

“We just try to help them (employees) out as best we can to get good quality out of here,” Toreli said. 

“The goal is to never get a call back,” laughed Poterek, who added the usual turnaround time for an order is no more than a 
week.

The equipment in the Print Shop is nothing exceptional, just a couple of black and white copiers, one color copier, an old 
printing press and a machine that helps fold the various orders that go through it. The Print Shop prices can’t be beat though, 
as charges are only made to cover the cost of any products and labor used, nothing extra. 

“We aren’t fancy schmancy, but high volume and quality,” said Poterek. 

Debbie Gunn, direct supervisor of the Print Shop, said that she was pleased to see that Lynne Lapierre from the Finance 
Department nominated Poterek and Toreli. 

“I don’t exaggerate when I say Ken and Anthony are very conscientious employees that excel at providing quality work for the 
County departments that utilize their services,” she said.

Both Poterek and Toreli said some of the harder projects have been changing the printed material after County e-mail 
switched to macombgov.org, as well as updating the new names on each printed item after every election cycle.

“The Print Shop plays an important part in creating a positive image of Macomb County to the public,” said Macomb County 
Executive Mark Hackel. “Ken and Anthony’s expertise in this field are second to none.”

To contact the print shop please call (586) 469-5197.

Executive Focus highlights the outstanding work of Macomb County employees who demonstrate a high level of 
excellence and commitment to their work. To nominate an employee for future consideration, send an e-mail to 
Executive@macombgov.org stating in 250 words or less why they should be featured.



Newly Hired... Upcoming Events

February
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2

4-29

Community Forum Older Adult 
Programs

County Red Cross Blood Drive
 
MSUE - Children’s Gardening and 
Activities class

 

MCCSA - Walk for Warmth

Care - Elements of Parenting

(on Mondays) Care - TRIUMPH Through 
the Challenges of Fetal Alcohol 
Spectrum Disorders (FASD) 

MSUE - Come Grow With Us Herb 
Series: Herbs in Lore and Legend

MSUE - Food Preservation Class

MSUE - R E L A X - Alternatives to 
Anger Session I

MSUE - What’s Bugging You? 

MCCSA - Macomb Food Program 
Elimination Raffle

MSUE - R E L A X - Alternatives to 
Anger Session II 

2

5

8

9

11

March

Name         Department
Binion, Brandon Sheriff
Bolla, Terri Senior Citizen Services
Boyle, Michael Board of Commisioners
Buck, Darnell Juvenile Justice Center
Edge, Rosemarie Martha T Berry
Gostinger, Justine Register of Deeds
Henry, Michael Sheriff
Jackson, Melissa Community Services Agency
Klinefelt, Veronica Board of Commisioners
Kruzel, Kathleen Community Mental Health
Labombard, Dale Sheriff
Mancini, Kenneth Community Mental Health
Marlinga, Carl Probate Court - W&E
Mijac, Robert Board of Commisioners
Miron, Nicole Sheriff
Mosley, Shelia Martha T Berry
Rad, Vitora Planning and Econominc Development
Randazzo, Jeffery Health
Reed, Derek Sheriff
Rose, Pamela Martha T Berry
Ross, Catherine Martha T Berry
Sobah, George Treasurer
Sokol, Stephanie Martha T Berry
Tatum, Kimberly Probate Court - W&E
Valicevic, Mark Treasurer
Wall, Sharon Martha T Berry
West, Lori Community Services Agency
Wiley, Brandon Sheriff
Yax, Renee Sheriff

RETIREES

Don’t forget to spread the 
social word...

Stay connected at:

http://www.facebook.com/
makemacombyourhome

14

19

22

16

28

Name         Department
Allen, Jeffrey Family Court - Juvenile
Connell, Diane Facilities & Operations
Falasa, Theresia Community Mental Health
Figurski, Andrea Community Services Agency
Grillo, Lynda Friend of the Court
Krauseneck, Barbara Health
Lerma, Anthony Community Mental Health
Levy-Rubinstein, Diane Community Mental Health
Luck, Gerald Community Mental Health
Madaus, Janet Martha T Berry
Maidens, Janice Facilities & Operations
O’Brien, Patricia Community Mental Health
Olkowski, Sheryl Friend of the Court
Palmer, Sandra Circuit Court
Peterson, Margaret Martha T Berry
Polan, Mary Anne Community Mental Health
Smith, Sharon Community Mental Health
Soave, Christine Family Court - Juvenile
Turner, Cynthia Circuit Court
Wargel, James Community Mental Health
Wroblewski, Doris Community Mental Health

Winter
in

Macomb



Elizabeth “Lisette” Denison was born into slavery circa 1787 near the banks of the Huron River, now 
called the Clinton, in the area known today as Harrison Township. Her parents, Peter and Hannah, 
were owned by William Tucker, the first English-speaking landowner in Macomb County.  

In the spring of 1784, Tucker built the large double hewn log house for his new bride and slaves 
along the banks of the river on the Old North River Road.  The home, still standing today, is one of 
the oldest documented dwellings in Michigan.

Peter worked the land while his wife, Hannah, worked as a servant.  Lisette was born in the Tucker 
home, and grew up on the river where she learned the Chippewa language.  

When William Tucker died in 1805, his will stipulated 
that, upon the death of his wife Catherine, Peter and 
Hannah would be freed, while their children remained 
slaves. In 1806, Catherine bonded out Peter and Han-

nah for one year to Elijah Brush in Detroit. After that year, they were “to enjoy their 
freedom,” rather than wait for her demise which did not occur until 1848. In 1807, 
Peter was named commander of a “colored” militia unit consisting of about 36 “Af-
rican” or enslaved or free men by Governor William Hull, making him the first black 
leader in Detroit.  

Represented by Brush in 1807, the Denisons sued Catherine Tucker for their four childrens’ freedom. The “Denison vs. Tucker” 
case was heard by Judge Augustus Woodward. Unfortunately for the Denison family, the law at that time read “all slaves living on 
the 31st day of May 1793 in the possession of settlers in this territory on the 11th day of July 1796, continue such for life.”  This 
ruling denied all but the youngest Denison child his freedom. 

One month later, Judge Woodward decided “In the matter of Richard Pattinson” 
that the Michigan Territory was not bound to return slaves to Canadian owner 
Richard Pattinson. The ruling against Pattison encouraged the Denisons. In 
1807, they escaped by following the Clinton River to the area where the Breit-
meyer Greenhouses once stood (near the trestles in Mount Clemens) enroute to 
Canada by way of Detroit. After establishing residency in Canada, they were able 
to return to the Michigan Territory sometime around 1812 as free persons.   

Lisette worked for several prominent families in Detroit and invested in real es-
tate and stocks. She became the first “woman of color” to become a property 

owner in Pontiac and possibly the Michigan Territory.  

In 1827, Lisette married Scipio Forth, who died only a few years later. She then became Major John Biddle’s housekeeper, where 
she worked for over 30 years. She traveled to Europe with the family, and it was here that she learned to speak French. Her buck-
wheat griddle cakes created quite a stir in France and one ambassador’s chef became quite indignant when Lisette’s cooking 
was preferred over hers.  

Lisette passed away in 1866. She left $750 to her nephews and nieces and the remainder of her 
estate, approximately $1,500, was to be utilized to build a chapel. Her wish was to address the 
“inadequacy of the provisions made for the poor in our houses of worship.” With supplemental 
land and funds donated by the Biddle family, the St. James Episcopal Church was built in 1867.

Lisette lead a remarkable life that began as a slave and ended as a philanthropist. She is buried 
in the “Strangers Ground” section of Detroit’s Elmwood Cemetery.  

Born into slavery – in Macomb County 
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By Cynthia S. Donahue 
Facilities and Operations

Black History Month



Tech Talk All about Macomb County’s Digital Home

Our Macomb County website is a popular place to be. The County’s main home page at www.
macombgov.org had just over 400,000 page views in 2012, and the entire website received just 

over 6.3 million page views in total for that same period. Each day, the site receives visitors from around the region, country and 
globe. But what are people viewing?

The 10 most searched content areas are: CourtView Public Access, Circuit Court, Human Resources 
and Labor Relations job postings, County Clerk, Animal Shelter, Health Department, Friend of the Court, 
Register of Deeds, Treasurer and the Departments directory page.

As you can see, information on court cases, employment and animal adoptions are very popular. These 
are joined by standard County services, such as records from the Clerk and Register of Deeds, as well as 
services provided by the Health Department.  With the ever-increasing popularity of using search engines 
to go directly to a specific page, it is interesting to note that our home page remains the most popular 
page on the site.

Along with all of these items, there are a number of favorite features on the County’s website that can 
be visited directly from our home page. Among these are the Executive Focus newsletter, Doing Business in Macomb, Financial 
Transparency, and links to our local communities. The website also has links to other popular Macomb County sites including 
MakeMacombYourHome.com, MacombBusiness.com, FilmMacomb.org and GreenMacomb.com. 

What could make the County’s web site even more popular? More videos? Popular links? More community events? You tell us! 
The IT Department is working on a complete website redesign and would love to hear your feedback. Send suggestions or ideas to 
itsupport@macombgov.org.
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County Blood Drive February 22  
By Pam Lavers
Macomb County Executive Office

On February 22, 2013 between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m., the County will host a Blood Drive in the lobby of the Administration Building. 
Employees who either donate blood or attempt to donate blood and also participate in our Healthy Lifestyles program will receive two 
points for their efforts.

Please contact Sue Foster at (586) 469-6038 to register. Those interested in participating may also register online at 
redcrossblood.org in the section “Find a Blood Drive Near You.” Type in the sponsor code “macombcounty” (no spaces between words) 
to schedule an appointment.

We need your assistance, so please sign up -- it feels good to be a part of helping save lives!


