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A Message From Mark
Despite the brief cold and snow we had last week,
I think it’s safe to say that spring is finally officially
here! I hope that those of you who celebrated spring
break and/or Easter this month had a great time!
As we continue into April, I’d like to point out to you
all of the great spring events we have coming up.
Within this week, have two very important holidays
that recognize the beauty of our earth. Today is Earth Day, where we all come
together to put emphasis on environmentally caring for our communities. In
addition, this Friday is Arbor Day, where communities focus on the importance
of trees and planting them. One such program we have in the county that
focuses on the environment is our Adopt-A-County-Road initiative. This program
invites the community to get involved in bringing better curb appeal to Macomb
County through beautifying specific areas of roadway within our county. For more
information, visit http://www.macombgov.org/adoptaroad/.
Looking forward, this weekend, the March of Dimes March for Babies is taking
place. One in eight babies is born premature in Macomb County, and the March
of Dimes has provided support to these families through research, education,
vaccines and breakthroughs. This is why we are encouraging our employees to
march with us on Sunday, April 27 at Lake St. Clair Metropark. Registration is at
9 a.m. and the official walk starts at 10 a.m.
If you have not already registered, we encourage you to join the Macomb County
Team by registering at www.marchforbabies.org/team/t2080764. Thank you to
all of you who have contributed to the cause already. We will be continuing to
collect donations until tommorrow, April 23 via the March of Dimes donation
buckets given to each department.
Enjoy the rest of April – Happy Mother’s Day to all who are celebrating on May 11.
Talk to you again before Memorial Day weekend!

Mark A. Hackel

www.macombgov.org
(586) 469-7001
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What’s Cookin’!
Red Broccoli
Salad
Ingredients:
1-2 pounds maple-flavored bacon
1 large head fresh broccoli, chopped
¾ cup chopped celery
¼ cup minced green onions
¼ cup diced red onion
1 ½ cups seedless red grapes, halved
¾ cup blanched slivered almonds
¼ cup white sugar
2 T. distilled white vinegar
1 cup mayonnaise
1. Place bacon in a large skillet. Cook, turning frequently, over medium high heat until
evenly browned. Cool and then crumble.
2. Preheat oven to 300 degrees F. Spread
slivered almonds on a cookie sheet. Bake
for approximately 12 minutes, or until
lightly browned. Watch carefully; do not
burn!
3. In a small bowl, mix together mayonnaise, sugar and vinegar. Set aside.
4. In a large bowl, combine broccoli,
crumbled bacon, celery, green and red
onions, grapes and toasted almonds. Toss
with mayonnaise dressing. Chill for several
hours in refrigerator.
Nutrition Information
Servings: 11
Calories: 382
Fat: 31 g
Carbs: 13.7 g
Fiber: 2 g
Protein: 13 g
Reduce calories and fat by substituting with
turkey bacon, splenda and low fat mayonnaise.
Source: Allrecipes
Submitted by: MSU Extension

Macomb County pet grants to get
snipped if numbers not met
Macomb County pets don’t have much time left to take advantage of grant money secured last
year by Macomb County Animal Control and All About Animals Rescue that allows the funds to
be used to spay/neuter local cats and dogs.
One of the grants, which is worth $100,000, permits Macomb County Animal Control to conduct
2,200 feline spay/neutering surgeries to all cats owned or stray that live in Mount Clemens or
reside in northeast Clinton Township. The two-year grant requires that 1,100 surgeries be performed by August 1, 2014 for animal control to be able to continue the grant.
The second grant, which is worth $99,800, was given to the Macomb County Animal Control
to conduct a total of 1,210 spay/neuter surgeries on owned dogs that live in Mount Clemens
or reside in northeast Clinton Township. The two-year grant requires that 605 surgeries be performed by July 21, 2014.
Since the deadline is nearing on both of these grants, Macomb County Animal Control wants to
make sure they are fully utilized.
“The whole goal is that if you live in Mount Clemens, there’s no excuse why we are having an
over pet population in those areas if we are offering free spay/neuters,” said Jeff Randazzo, chief
officer with Macomb County Animal Control. “We just hope people take advantage of this free
spay/neuter while it’s available.”
Both grants, which were funded via PetSmart Charities, Inc. were targeted to Mount Clemens
because studies have shown the area as having one of the highest rates of pets not being spayed
or neutered. All About Animals Rescue will be the provider of the
sterilization surgeries. The nonprofit organization is dedicated
to ending pet overpopulation through prevention of unwanted
litters. Last year, the group spayed and neutered over 17,000
cats and dogs at their Warren-based surgery center. They
also operate a mobile surgery unit where spay/neutering can
be conducted onsite and transport vans that will help shuttle pets
for surgery. The goal is to reduce the number of animals entering
the shelter.

Macomb County now offers a
new way to keep up with the
latest news in the county.
The Twitter account
@MacombNewsNow will provide
followers with
up-to-date information on road
construction and conditions,
County and community events,
as well as other notable
happenings.
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Macomb County Health Department proactive in
spreading healthy living message
By Maria Swiatkowski
Macomb County Health Department
The Macomb County Health Department (MCHD) participated in National Public Health Week during the first week in April. MCHD sponsored seven free countywide events designed to improve and promote good health to residents and communities. These events reached
nearly 1,000 residents during the week-long festivities.
National Public Health Week kicked off with an Infant Safety Expo at the Macomb Intermediate School District on April 5. More than 65
parents and caregivers learned how a safe sleep environment should be set up for their infants and how to transport their children in
vehicles safely. Attendees were also able to visit with more than 25 local baby health and safety vendors.
Household Hazardous Waste collections were provided at two locations in the community. One hundred seventy-one cars dropped off
hazardous waste at the Armada Fairgrounds on April 5 and 250 cars dropped off hazardous waste on April 11 at the Macomb County
Health Department in Mount Clemens.
Spring into Health, a free community health fair, was held at the Warren Community Center on April 7. Community Center members
and Macomb County residents had the opportunity to visit with Health and Community Service Programs and local health and dental
vendors, plus get a free glucose screening, dispose of
unwanted medications and pick up health information.
The Emergency Preparedness Program hosted a
simulated emergency medication drive-thru station at
Utica High School on April 8. Fifty residents were able
to learn how they could receive life-saving medication
without leaving their vehicle during an emergency and
how to prepare for an emergency at home.
On April 9, the Healthy Communities staff and partners from Safe Kids Macomb County, Chrysler/Fiat
and Babies “R” Us worked together to provide a car
seat inspection event at Babies “R” Us in Sterling
Heights. Sixty-one car seats were inspected and more
than 85 parents and caregivers learned how to safely
transport their children during the four-hour event.
MCHD joined forces with MSU Extension and Nino
Salvaggio in Clinton Township on April 10 for Eat Well,
Be Well. Residents were able to sample three healthy
recipes – a smoothie, stir-fry and a pasta dish – during the event. Recipes and nutrition information were
available to all residents and customers who stopped
by Nino Salvaggio that afternoon.

Employee Impact:
On March 13, Kim Jarvis, an employee of McLaren Macomb
Healthcare Foundation, wrote to the Executive’s Office to report that
a Macomb County Department of Roads employee went above and
beyond:
“Last night my daughter, Leah, slid into a ditch on our street. One
of the salt trucks happened to be coming by at the time, and was
gracious enough to stop and see if she was okay. The driver, Jayson
Dishinger, was kind enough to contact the Sheriff’s department and
to remain on-site with his flashers flashing until the sheriff arrived. I
think this went beyond the call of duty. He did not have to stop, stay or do anything. Because we live on a dark, two-lane stretch in Lenox
Township, I believe that his gesture and quick thinking prevented an already dangerous situation from becoming even more treacherous.
Thanks for all of your help.”

Volunteer drivers needed for food drive
Volunteer drivers are needed to help collect food during the 22nd Annual National Association of Letter Carriers’ Food Drive on May 10.
The event helps support the Macomb Food Program, which supplies food to more than 50 pantries across Macomb County that help
feed approximately 12,000 residents each month.
Volunteers must have their own vehicle and a valid driver’s license. Assistance is needed from noon to 3 p.m. in Mount Clemens and
Clinton, Harrison and Macomb townships.
“This food drive is the largest event for the Macomb Food Program,” said Linda Azar, coordinator for the Food Program. “The letter
carriers typically collect about 300,000 pounds of food, which are redistributed to the hungry in Macomb County.”
To volunteer, contact Debbie Sowa with the Mount Clemens Post Office at (586) 243-2159.
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Employee Focus

Diane Shinska
By Sarah Cormier
Macomb County Executive Office

Diane Shinska has seen quite a bit in the 37 years that she has worked for the
Macomb County Prosecutor’s Office.
She remembers when employees were allowed to smoke in the office, when typewriters and carbon paper were used to create documents and when security was
first installed in several of the county buildings. She added that even getting hired
in the county was a lot different than it is now.
“I was interviewed by Mr. Parris. I went into his office, he asked me a couple of
questions, and then I was hired,” she said.
Shinska, who began with the county in 1976, has worked as administrative support to three of Macomb County’s prosecutors – George Parris, Carl Marlinga and
Eric J. Smith.
Shinska said Smith has been great about making sure the technology in his department stays updated so that work can
be processed in a timely manner.
“Eric has brought good things to the office, things that make your job a little easier,” she said.
Currently, Shinska handles the Macomb County Circuit Court cases that come through Judge Peter J. Maceroni and Judge
Edward A. Servitto’s offices. She also handles the cases that come from a special Internet Crimes Unit. Once the cases are
bound over from district court to circuit court, Shinska is given those files to complete all the work necessary to make sure
the case is ready for pretrial. She believes that between trials, pretrials, reviews, probation violations and arraignments, she
has her eyes on between 90 to 100 different cases a week.
“It varies a lot – anywhere from breaking and entering to concealing stolen property etc. You really get a variety of cases,”
she said, adding she has enjoyed all of her time working for the county. “I enjoy coming to work and being with everyone. It’s
nice because we all help each other. You can’t do this job by yourself. There’s always something new to learn.”
In her spare time, Shinska loves to read, go to the movies, sing in her church’s choir and travel with her sister. Shinska said
she enjoys living in Macomb County – her and her sister live in the same house they grew up in in New Baltimore.
“Whatever you need, it’s all here,” she said.
Smith said Shinska has “delivered 37 years of exemplary service to the Prosecutor’s Office.”
“She has been a mainstay through the tenures of three different prosecuting attorneys. Like George Parris and Carl Marlinga
before me, I’ve been able to rely on Diane’s professionalism and expertise in every support capacity,” he said. “All of us here
applaud Diane’s proud legacy of service.”
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Pets of the Month

Simon & Jupiter
By Jeff Randazzo
Macomb County Animal Shelter
Simon says, “Come
and adopt me!” He is a
5-month-old, neutered
male, sable German
shepherd mix. He loves
to play and is very smart.
Say “hello” to Jupiter, a 1-year-old neutered male cat who is looking for his
forever home.
For more information on Simon or Jupiter or any other available pets, call
(586) 469-5115 or visit http://macombgov.org/AnimalShelter/index.html.
Every month Macomb Matters will be featuring a new pet(s) that’s up for
adoption at our very own Macomb County Animal Control. Please help us
find these loving animals a new forever home.

Please Read the Label
By Mary Gerstenberger
MSU Extension
April is upon us, and, despite the snow showers, our thoughts turn to
getting outdoors and starting our gardening. Spring bulbs are blooming
and cool season vegetables will be planted as soon as the soil is workable.
From mid-April through mid-May, it is also the time when homeowners
apply pre-emergent crabgrass control, grub control and the first
application of lawn fertilizer, prompting the year’s onslaught of chemical
warfare against the weeds and pests of the gardening world. What the
homeowner needs to understand is that chemicals are not the first
choice for weed and pest control. They are the last choice. There are
many environmentally friendly ways to handle problems in the garden,
but they usually require a little more effort than a chemical spray.
Turning to herbicides and pesticides can create problems in the air we breathe and the water we drink and can upset the balance in
nature by destroying not only the pests, but their predators and the pollinators as well.
If you have tried earth-friendly ways to remove weeds and pests but still feel the need to turn to a chemical alternative, remember:
● Read the package label
● Read the entire label on the package
● Read the entire label and check for any
“caution,” “warning” or “danger” notes
● Read the entire label and follow the directions
as written on the package
● If a little is good, a lot is not going to be better

Meals on Wheels
honors longtime volunteer
By Kristin Ledford
Macomb County Community Services Agency
Four years ago, Emma Otto was 81, retired, and looking for something to do that would make a difference. Her son
brought her to the Office of Senior Services and she volunteered to deliver Meals on Wheels. Since then, Emma, now 85,
has delivered meals in Eastpointe every other Thursday. Her route takes her through the same community she grew up
in and where she still lives. She often fills in as a substitute driver at the last minute. Because of Emma’s dedication, her
neighbors do not have to miss their meals.
Emma was the first recipient of the Community Champion Award at the annual Meals on Wheels Volunteer Appreciation
Luncheon on April 21. A Community Champion is defined as someone who makes a positive difference in their community. Community Champions demonstrate commitment, compassion and a sense of responsibility to help others in need.
“Emma Otto was selected as the 2014 Community Champion for her dedicated service to the homebound senior citizens
of Macomb County. Emma embodies the essence of a Meals on Wheels volunteer, delivering meals in the very neighborhood where she grew up, the neighborhood where she still lives,” said Katherine R. Benford, director of the Office of
Senior Services.
County Executive Mark A. Hackel presented the award to a very humble Emma, who refused to sit at a reserved table
near the podium or come up to receive the award. Mark joked that she must not know his style, as he took the microphone off the stand and took the award to Emma as she sat in the back of the banquet hall.
Emma is one of 1,200 volunteers who help to deliver more than 1,500 nutritious meals each weekday to frail, homebound seniors in Macomb County.
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Macomb County
business development team nets results
Clients of the Macomb County Home in Macomb Business Retention Program invested more than $90 million in new equipment and
space while retaining 1,626 jobs and creating 696 new ones. Attraction successes include new investments of nearly $7 million and
the creation of 295 jobs.
Housed within the Department of Planning & Economic Development, Macomb County’s staff of business development professionals
work with companies of all sizes to help them thrive and grow within the county.
“Our objective is to connect employers with the resources they need to grow,” said Stephen N. Cassin, executive director of the
department. “We maintain strong relationships with a network of agencies and service providers in order to offer clients access to the
most current programs.”
Highlighted retention projects of the year include:
● Triumph Gear Systems of Macomb Township expanded their 88,000-square-foot facility by 60,000-square feet making
room for new projects and 60 new employees. This world-class manufacturer provides complex gear assemblies,
detail gears and an array of components for the aerospace industry. Overall, they invested more than $15 million to
expand, add new machinery and train their workforce to meet increasing demand for their products.
● Bosco’s Pizza Co. of Warren invested nearly $5 million in new equipment to expand their product line and added 13
individuals to their payroll. Originally a supplier of stuffed breadsticks and pizza for school lunch programs, their products
have become so popular that they are now widely sold in grocery stores across the United States.
● Martinrea International Inc. of Warren invested more than $8.4 million to purchase robotic welding cells to increase
cost effectiveness of their operations. With locations across the globe, this Tier One supplier to the automotive industry
specializes in steel and aluminum metal parts, assemblies and modules as well as fluid management systems. The
expansion created 75 new jobs.
Business attraction successes include:
● The opening of ReNu Wireless, a repairer and refurbisher serving manufacturers, distributers and dealers of smart phones
and tablets. Located in Roseville, they expect to create up to 200 jobs.
● JVIS established its headquarters in Sterling Heights. An engineering design and tool services company, they offer 		
manufacturing and supply chain management. With clients in six countries, their objective is to help increase production
capabilities while reducing time-to-market. They are expected to create 75 high-tech jobs.
● Serra Spring & Manufacturing moved its headquarters to Sterling Heights. A custom spring manufacturer, they serve a
variety of industries including automotive, heavy equipment, furniture, medical devices, electronics, defense, 		
aerospace and other industrial segments.
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Macomb’s Memories

The Moravian Indians at
New Gnadenhutten in Clinton Township
July 22, 1782 – April 20, 1786
By Cynthia S. Donahue
Facilities and Operations

In July of 1782, Moravian Missionary David Zeisberger, accompanied
by the Rev. John Jungmann, both their wives, William Edwards, Michael Young, and 19 Christian Lenape (Delaware) Indians from Ohio,
set sail from Detroit. They were eager to establish a new settlement
after the massacre of 96 Lenape’s by Colonial American militia in
Gnandenhutten, Ohio earlier that year.
An old Indian village near Mount Clemens was procured from the Chippewa Indians by Detroit’s British Commandant Major Schuyler De Peyster with the agreement that the Moravians could occupy the land for
the duration of the war between Great Britain and the United States.

The settlement on the Riviere aux Hurons (now called the Clinton River)
was located across the river from what is today George George Park in
Clinton Township. It was located on a flat elevated area with a low bluff
on the south side of the river. The land held many little streams, sugar
and wild cherry trees, rich lowlands, and heavy timber.
They named the village New Gnadenhutten, or “Tents of Grace.” It was the first civilian inland settlement in the state.
The mission was joined by Revs. Heckewelder and Senseman in August,
and, by November, they had built a chapel, possibly the first protestant
church in the state. By Christmas, there were 53 souls in the congregation.
Richard Conner’s family, who had lived with the Moravians in Ohio,
joined the group in 1783. Their daughter, Susannah, was born that December and is thought to be the first child born to English-speaking parents in the county.
The settlement grew to 130 inhabitants with 27 log houses, stables,
out cellars and smaller buildings. The lands were cleared for crops and
fences were built surrounding the area. The Indians made baskets and
built canoes for trading at Fort Detroit. Many “love feasts” were held to
celebrate birthdays, Christmas, and other special occasions. The chief
complaint regarding the area was the abundance of mosquitoes.
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On December 19, 1785, David Zeisberger’s
diary reported that “Our Indian Brethren
laid out and cut through a straight road to
Detroit.” This was the first “wagonway” in
the interior of Michigan, 23 ½ miles from
Detroit. The road was completed by the Indians on March 19, 1786.
The Chippewa Indians had grown increasingly hostile toward the Moravians, and
Detroit’s governor advised them to vacate
the area. On April 20, 1786, the Moravians
held their final service in their chapel and
loaded their belongings into 22 canoes.
From Detroit, the group sailed to the banks
of the Cuyahoga; another group finally settled at Fairfield near Chatham, Ontario.
Richard Conner and family were the only ones who remained in the area. Conner
died on April 22, 1808. At the time of his death he owned over 4,000 acres of land
which he left to his sons.
In 1913, the Alexander Macomb Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution erected a monument in honor of the Moravians. Initially located on Moxon Drive,
the monument was later moved to Clinton Grove Cemetery in 1962.
In 1972, a state historical marker was
erected on Moravian Drive near 16 Mile
Moravian
Indians attended the
Daughters
of
Road commemorating
the
first interior
the American Revolution Monument Dedication
road built in the state of Michigan
by the Moravian Indians.
in
moved to Clinton Grove Cemetery in 1962.
In 1972, a state historical marker was erected
on Moravian Drive near 16 Mile Road commemorating the first interior road built in the
state of Michigan by the Moravian Indians.

Local historian Don Green (far right) consults
with Delaware Indian descendants from Ontario
at the George George Park opening in 2008.

Get your Macomb on!
Our new webstore features apparel, hats, caps,
bags, totes, drinkware, sports, outdoor items and many
other items sporting the Make Macomb Your Home logo.
Don’t forget employees can get a 20 percent discount by typing in 123456 at the end of their
purchase.
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Upcoming Events

Newly Hired...

Name 		

RETIREES...
Name 		

Barry, Belinda R.
Groesbeck, Eugene F.
Hebda, Patricia A.
Osterberg, Kevin P.
Rusie, Beatrice J.

Department

Community Mental Health
Sheriff
Circuit Court
Purchasing
Community Mental Health

Upcoming Events
22

May

Department

Baldwin, Jasmine R.
Martha T. Berry
Bowers, Charles R.
Juvenile Justice Center
Bray, Kristy L.
Friend Of The Court
Brewington, Michael J.
Juvenile Justice Center
Bryant, Maxine
Martha T. Berry
Burton, Linda A.
Community Mental Health
Busquaert, Albert V.
Community Services Agency
Calimazzo, Cheryl A.
Community Services Agency
Clay, Lowena D.
Martha T. Berry
Dalton, William J.
Martha T. Berry
Frounfelker, Jennifer M.
Community Mental Health
Grobbel, John L.
Juvenile Justice Center
Kitchen, Sheila D.
Community Services Agency
Laufle, Susan M.
Community Mental Health
Mack, Cynthia K.
Community Mental Health
Mcdevitt, Ciara J.
Community Services Agency
Mckay, Heather R.
Martha T. Berry
Mohamed, Laura N.
Community Services Agency
Norgan III, Karl E.
Juvenile Justice Center
Paluch, Emily R.
Treasurer
Pellecchia, Mark A.
Family Court - Juvenile
Plotzke, Mary Beth
Community Services Agency
Ray, Diana M.
Community Mental Health
Rittinger, Elizabeth A.
Family Court - Juvenile
Roberts, Geoffrey W.
Juvenile Justice Center
Stevic, Predrag
Juvenile Justice Center
Thomas, Leashia D.
Martha T. Berry
Westendorp, Kate E.
Health
Wright, Christian J.
Martha T. Berry
		

April

3

Macomb Science Olympiad Elementary Tournament - Warren
http://macomb.edu/eventservices

3

Macomb County auction - Clinton Township
www.crydermanauctions.com

3

Afghani Culture – Listen, Learn & Live - Clinton Township
http://www.misd.net/index.htm

5

Mount Clemens Farmer’s Market opening - Mount Clemens
http://www.mountclemensfarmersmarket.com/

6

Cinco de Mayo

6

Filing deadline
http://www.macombgov.org/clerksoffice/electiondept.htm

6

8-6/19

24,26
25

Arbor Day

26

Macomb Infant Safety Expo - Warren
www.macombgov.org/publichealth

27

March of Dimes - Harrison Township
http://www.marchforbabies.org/

29

Macomb Community College Career Services Spring Job Fair
- Warren
http://macomb.edu/eventservices

30-6/4

Macomb Symphony Salute to Brazil - Clinton Township
www.macombcenter.com

10

Run Like a Mother 5K & 10K - Shelby Township
www.michiganbythebottle.com

10

Letter Carriers Food Drive - Macomb County
http://www.gcfb.org/site/PageServer?pagename=pg_
nalcfooddrive

10

Weekend Warrior Marathon - Armada
www.villageofarmada.org

10

MSUE-Alternatives to Anger - Clinton Township
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/county/info/macomb

11

Mother’s Day

12

MSUE-ServSafe Training - Clinton Township
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/county/info/macomb

17

Bruce Township Perennial Exchange - Bruce Township
www.brucetwp.org

18

Back to the Beach Half Marathon - Shelby Township
http://www.shelbytwp.org/

18

Bark for Life - Harrison Township
http://www.harrison-township.org/

18

Relay for Life - Clinton Township
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?pg=entry&fr_id=59335

Visit
for more events

www.makemacombyourhome.com

MSUE Money Management Workshop - Clinton Township
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/county/info/macomb
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MSUE-Michigan Citizen Planner - Clinton Township
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/county/info/macomb

9

Earth Day
Health & Fitness Expo/Let’s Move Festival of Races Mount Clemens
www.letsmovefestival.com

Macomb Special Olympics - Warren
http://macomb.edu/eventservices
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Don’t forget to spread the social word...
Stay connected at:

http://www.facebook.com/makemacombyourhome

