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Macomb County to celebrate Welcoming Week 
 

Macomb County will join many other municipalities throughout the United States in celebrating National 

Welcoming Week, which is Sept. 12-20, with a variety of activities designed to highlight Macomb County 

as a welcoming community.  

 

National Welcoming Week was started by Welcoming America, a national membership organization 

which offers tools, resources and a national network to help nonprofit and government partners transform 

their communities into more welcoming places. Welcoming Week is a nationwide event that highlights 

the contributions of immigrants to American communities.  

 

Macomb County is hosting a number of events during Welcoming Week, many of which are being put on 

by OneMacomb. OneMacomb was started by Macomb County Executive Mark A. Hackel to support 

Macomb County’s increasing cultural diversity and inclusion efforts. 

 

“It is important that Macomb County acknowledges its diverse population by participating in initiatives 

such as Welcoming America,” said Hackel. “We want all of our residents to know that we appreciate their 

making Macomb County their home.”  

 

Starting Monday, Sept. 14, and continuing all week, the Ray Township Library and Clinton-Macomb 

Public Library will create Citizen Corners with information, books, and materials relating to citizenship 

and immigration. 

 

Wednesday, Sept. 16, Welcoming Michigan is hosting a statewide convening in Macomb County. The 

day-long program will be held at Macomb Community College, South Campus. Municipal and 

community leaders, Welcoming leadership committees, Welcoming Cities and Counties, partners across 

Michigan, and those new to this work, are all invited. OneMacomb is a proud partner of Welcoming 

Michigan. 

 

Thursday, Sept. 17, a Michigan Immigrant Rights Center attorney will present Immigration Basics, What 

Every American Must Know, explaining how immigration works, the various kinds of visas, why the 

process takes different amounts of time for different people, etc. The attorney will speak and answer 

questions from 10 a.m. to noon at the South Campus Library of Macomb Community College, and from 2 

p.m. to 4 p.m. at the Central Campus Library of Macomb Community College. 
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On Friday, Sept. 18, OneMacomb is hosting a naturalization ceremony where immigrants take their final 

step by pledging their allegiance and becoming United States citizens. The event is at 10 a.m. at the 

Lorenzo Cultural Center at Macomb Community College.  

 

Later on Sept. 18, OneMacomb and Welcoming Michigan will participate in a travel-and-diversity-themed 

evening of storytelling. The Secret Society of Twisted Storytellers will be at the Charles H. Wright 

Museum of African-American History, 315 East Warren Avenue, Detroit, at 7:30 p.m. See 

http://www.twistedtellers.org/event/its-a-trip/ for more information.  

 

Saturday, Sept. 26, a citizenship workshop will be held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Verkuilen Building, 

entrance C, 21885 Dunham Road in Clinton Township. The workshop is for those who wish to become 

naturalized citizens and need some guidance regarding the process.   

 

“In order for Macomb County to be competitive in the global market, we need to operate from a 

multinational and multicultural perspective,” said Assistant County Executive Pam Lavers. “Immigrants 

not only bring us those perspectives, they also create jobs, pay taxes and buy goods in Macomb County 

and across the whole region.” 

 

OneMacomb works to promote multiculturalism and inclusion in Macomb County. For more information, 

visit OneMacomb on Facebook, Twitter or http://diversity.macombgov.org.  
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