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Suburbs paying $30 million for unpaid Highland Park sewer bills 

Macomb receives $525,000 for assistance program 

The Great Lakes Water Authority (GLWA) is expected to begin its low-income water and sewer bill 

assistance program on March 1, 2016. Many Macomb residents, who previously had not received any 

support through the former utility, have been anticipating this new program. Through surcharges on all 

water bills, the WRAP (Water Resident Assistance Program) will provide 0.5 percent of total net revenues 

to eligible ratepayers across the region. 

The WRAP is estimated to assist 700 low-income Macomb families. Eligible participants must have 

income at or below the 150 percent poverty level to receive up to $1,000 of bill assistance. Qualified low-

income homeowners can also receive water audits and up to $1,000 to fix minor plumbing issues leading 

to high usage. 

Assistance will be divided proportionally through the region as a percentage of total GLWA revenues. 

“Integrity and fairness were my main objectives for the WRAP,” said Brian Baker, Macomb County’s 

representative on GLWA. “It was important to implement something that could help residents in need, 

ensure funds were directly supporting those residents and ensure that the system could not be abused or 

support those who engaged in water theft.” 

Wayne Metropolitan Community Action Agency will administer the program, while the Macomb County 

Community Action Agency will manage the distribution of funds for Macomb, Lapeer and St. Clair 

County communities. Residents should contact Wayne Metro at (313) 386-WRAP (9727) beginning 

March 1 or visit www.waynemetro.org/wrap.  

Baker issued caution on the stand up and implementation of the new regional water authority and what he 

expects for 2016. 

“The condition of Detroit Water and Sewer Department was not structurally or financially sound when the 

GLWA assumed control. Debt payments consume half of all water department revenues, which leaves 

very little for much-needed capital improvements in the system,” he said. “While rate increases are lower 

this year under the new GLWA, residents are going to again see significant increases this summer. The 

mistakes made in Flint are not only damaging to residents, but consuming a lot of state resources that are 

really needed across the entire water and sewer system.” 

http://www.waynemetro.org/wrap


For media inquiries only, please contact John Cwikla at (586) 463-3523 

 

County Executive Mark A. Hackel appointed Baker to the GLWA. Baker is also the chief financial officer 

of Sterling Heights. His term on the GLWA is up for renewal in 2020.   

“Brian is doing a tremendous job of watching out for Macomb County residents,” he said. “He and I are 

still concerned about the $30 million of unpaid sewer bills from Highland Park, that especially in light of 

the tragedy in Flint, are being borne by the suburban members of the GLWA without enough support of 

the State of Michigan.” 
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